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Community Awards Night coming soon

Pleasant Hill will honor and celebrate the 2011 nominees for various

awards at the 41st Annual Community Awards Night on January 19, 2012.

The event will include awards for Citizen of the Year, Business Person of

the Year, Teen of the Year, Community Plus,

and Teacher of the Year.

If you would like to nominate a Pleasant Hill
resident or business for one of these awards please
go to www.pleasant-hill.net/awards to download
the nomination forms along with eligibility criteria.

Nominations for all awards are due by
Wednesday, January 4th and can be emailed to
mnelis@ci.pleasant-hill.ca.us or dropped off at the PH
Recreation & Park District Office at 147 Gregory Lane.

Awards Night will be held at Back Forty Texas BBQ
beginning at 5:30pm with a social hour, followed by
dinner at 6:30pm and the awards program. Tickets are
$40 per person and may be obtained at Pleasant Hill
Rec’s District Office. Call Katrina Hunn at 682-0896
for more information. RSVPs for the dinner and ticket
purchases must be finalized by January 13.

Awards Night is co-sponsored by the City of
Pleasant Hill, the Chamber of Commerce and the PH
Recreation & Park District. �
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City Council elects new Mayor
and Vice-Mayor for 2012

At its meeting on December 5th, the City Council chose John Hanecak to

serve his second term as Mayor of Pleasant Hill.

Replacing David Durant, Mayor Hanecak will now serve until the next
Council reorganization in December 2012. Michael Harris was elected as
Vice-Mayor.

During the Redevelopment Agency meeting, the boardmembers also
elected Jack Weir and Terri Williamson as Chair and Vice-Chair respectively.

And we’re Saving
a place for you!

February 9
7:30-9:00am � $25

Back Forty Texas BBQ
100 Coggins Drive

To RSVP and purchase tickets,
please contact the Chamber

at 687-0700 or go to
www.pleasanthillchamber.com

The Pleasant Hill Chamber of

Commerce is hosting the

Mayor’s
Breakfast

Business license renewals are due

...details on page 3.

NOTICE!
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News from the City

2012 Festivals & Events in Pleasant Hill

Following on the success of last year’s festival

season in Pleasant Hill, the City is working in

partnership with the Chamber of Commerce,

Downtown Pleasant Hill, and Pleasant Hill Rec on

a number of special events for the coming year.

Listed below are some of the highlights, including changes
to the Farmers’ Market and hosting a more vibrant Downtown
Plaza Concert Series.

Downtown Farmers’ Market
Beginning in May, the Farmers’ Market will relocate to the

Downtown Plaza in front of Jack’s Restaurant. The market will
open May 5th and continue every Saturday morning from 9am to
1pm (note the later time), through November. On May 12th, the
market will host the Mayors’ Cook-off event.

Downtown Plaza Concerts
The Plaza Concert Series will switch this year to the 1st

Friday of every month beginning in June and running through
September. The four concerts will feature larger and more
popular bands from the East Bay music scene. More details on
these concerts will follow in the next Outlook.

Summer Concerts at the Lake
The popular concerts on the grounds of City Hall begin

Memorial Day weekend and continue every other Sunday
through Labor Day weekend.

Blues & Brews Festival
This year’s Blues & Brews Festival will be held on Friday

and Saturday, July 20–21 at Pleasant Hill Park. Details will be
published in the May-June Outlook.

Other major events in 2012 include...

� American Iron Car Show in August

� Art, Jazz & Wine Festival in October

� Light up the Night in December.

Public meeting with Assembly
Member Susan Bonilla in February

Assembly Member Susan Bonilla, now representing the
City of Pleasant Hill, will participate in a moderated
discussion on education on Thursday, March 8 at 7pm at
the City Council Chambers. Ms. Bonilla will discuss how
mid-year budget cuts and the Governor’s proposed 2012-13
budget will impact Pleasant Hill and what the community
can do to protect its schools. This event, sponsored by the
Pleasant Hill Education/Schools Advisory Commission, is
open to the public. �
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Pleasant Hill CERT launches new website

Pleasant Hill’s Community Emergency Response Team

(CERT) recently launched a new website at

www.pleasanthillcert.org. The homepage is full of

information about home safety, emergency preparedness,

and upcoming training classes.

There will be three Pleasant Hill CERT training sessions in
2012: February 6–March 19, April 5–May 10, and September
13–October 18. Pleasant Hill residents, over 16 years of
age, may sign up by going to www.pleasanthillcertsignup.com.
To reserve training for Map Your Neighborhood, contact
Gordon Doughty, gdoughty@sbcglobal.net.

The third citywide CERT exercise will be on October 20,
2012. Watch for the CERT information booth at community

activities like the Farmers Market, Fourth of July, Community
Service Day and other special events and celebrations. Happy
New Year Everyone!! �

News from the City

Renew your business license for 2012
If you are a business owner in

Pleasant Hill, you should have received
your renewal notice by now. The notices
were mailed in mid-December to the
mailing address on file. If your business

mailing address has changed since last December, notify the
City’s Business License Division at 671-5234 as soon as
possible to update your records and avoid having to re-send
returned mail to you. This will allow business owners the full
grace period ending January 31, 2012.

You should also notify the Business License Division if
you are no longer in business, have sold, closed, or moved out
of the City. A brief note explaining the situation, signed and
dated, should be sent to City of Pleasant Hill, Business
License Division, 100 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill, CA
94523 or email to Lrodriguez@ci.pleasant-hill.ca.us.

If you are in business or own rental property but are not yet
licensed, call the City’s Business License Division at
671-5234 to have the appropriate forms sent to you or to
answer any of your questions. �

Shop Pleasant Hill First!
—Kelly Calhoun, Economic Development Manager

January marks the start of 2012, a New Year, and a time for making plans, turning over a

new leaf, reinventing ourselves, and making resolutions and fresh starts.

As you consider all of the
wonderful options that a new
year brings why not consider
making a commitment to
your local merchants by
shopping locally and help to
build a strong economy here
in Pleasant Hill.

If you live, work and
have businesses here, you
know that Pleasant Hill is a
wonderful and vibrant
community. Making a
decision to spend your

shopping, dining and entertainment dollars here helps
maintain the quality of life in Pleasant Hill, and attracts new
business investment. When you reflect on 2011 and consider
the possibilities for 2012, whether that means home
remodeling, a new wardrobe, meeting with friends for
dinner, buying new exercise equipment or taking the family
to the movies remember to “Keep It Local” and Shop
Pleasant Hill First. Visit www.ShopPleasantHill.org to find
great local stores restaurants and entertainment.

If you have any suggestions on how to promote local
businesses and shopping, or if you are thinking of starting your
own business, contact Kelly Calhoun at 671-5213 or by email at
kcalhoun@ci.pleasant-hill.ca.us. �
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PH Library activities...

� Musical Adventures with Andrea Gaspari
Tuesday, January 31, 6:30-7:15pm

We invite families and friends to a Musical Adventure. Join
Andrea Gaspari as we sing, dance, and tell stories with our
bodies. We’ll play instruments and make all kinds of music.

� Ramana Vieira Music Concert
Tuesday, February 7, 6:30-7:30pm

Pleasant Hill Library is excited to present the talented
Ramana Vieira, a local singer and musician who sings Fado
music, a Portuguese musical tradition that has roots starting in
the 15th century and is known for its beautiful and emotionally
haunting style. Ramana has performed nationally and
internationally and is referred to as the “New Voice of
Portuguese World Music.” Please join us for an evening of free
musical entertainment with the beautiful and talented Ramana
Vieira.

� Ray Andrews Magic Show
Tuesday, February 28, 6:30-7:30pm

Families will be dazzled by this prodigiously talented
young magician. This February Ray Andrews will magically
make hundreds of smiles appear in the library!

� Storytimes
Every Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 11:15-11:45am
New Friday Afternoon Storytimes 1:15-1:45pm

Prepare your young one for reading with songs, rhymes,
movement, and stories!

� Wii for Teens
Every other Thursday, 3:00-4:30pm

Come have fun, relax, and meet other teens at the Pleasant
Hill Library while getting your game on! Come down to the
Pleasant Hill Library or check the library’s website
(www.ccclib.org) for specific dates!

� Teen Advisory Group
Every second Wednesday of the month, 3:30-5:00pm

Teens can make a positive difference for themselves and their
peers by participating in the Pleasant Hill Library Teen Advisory
Group (TAG) starting this September. Come down to the library
to meet other community teens and the young adult librarian to
share and plan what you want to see happen at the library. This
group is teen-only and welcomes ages 13-18.

For more information on any of the programs
mentioned above, contact library staff at 646-6434.

Longtime businesses honored!
On November 7, 2011, the City Council presented certificates

of appreciation to six businesses who have been in Pleasant Hill
for 50 years or more. The businesses are:
� Casper’s Hot Dogs

� Diablo Trophies

� Kenneth J. Fraga, DDS

� Joseph’s Lawnmower &
Lockshop

� Mangini Farms

� Molino’s Raviolis

From left to right, are Dr. Kenneth Fraga, George and Carol Ruftigian

of Caspars Hotdogs, Dave Mascaro, and Margharita Molino.

Library Hours
� Sunday & Monday, closed

� Tuesday 1-8pm

� Wednesday & Thursday, 11am–6pm

� Friday & Saturday, 10am–5pm

Worm composting workshop
to be held in February

The City is hosting a worm composting workshop in the
large community room at City Hall on Tuesday, February 28
at 7:30pm This workshop is free, and all residents who
attend may purchase a composting bin (worm or regular) at
the discounted rate of $40.

Preventing unnecessary waste is an important goal for all
of us. Did you know that in Pleasant Hill more than 20% of
what is in our garbage cans is organic (yard trimmings and
food scraps) and that a lot of that stuff could be composted?

Why Worm Composting?
Earthworms can “recycle” your fruit and vegetable

scraps into extremely rich compost called “worm casts.”
Using a specialized variety of worms and a simple “worm
box” you can do your part to reduce waste and at the same
time make great compost, whether you live in a house,
apartment, or condominium.

To sign up for this workshop, go to
www.pleasant-hill.net/compost. For more information
please email akaufmann@ci.pleasant-hill.ca.us or phone
671-5265. �

News from the City
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50th Celebration!...Gala Dinner

City marks its 50th with grand finale
celebration in November 2011

The City ended the year-long celebration of its 50th anniversary with a Gala

Dinner and Open House at City Hall on the weekend of November 12-13.

Approximately 195 people attended the Gala Dinner at the Contra Costa Country
Club on Saturday, November 12, 2011. The guests were greeted by “paparazzi” as they
walked up the red carpet. Once inside, they received a flute of champagne and moved on
into a reception area to mix, mingle, and enjoy a slide show of 50 years in Pleasant Hill.

The delicious dinner was enjoyed to the accompaniant of entertainer Michael
Fender. Speeches were kept to a minimum, leaving the guests plenty of time to converse
with tablemates, dance, and do the conga line!

A 50-year history booklet about Pleasant Hill will be published later this month. �

Chairperson of the Gala Dinner Committee,

Don Flaskerud, welcomes the guests.

On the left is Tim Flaherty,

Chair of the Civic Action Commission.

Also as part of the year-long celebration, large colorful
50th anniversary banners were sponsored by businesses,
organizations, families, and neighborhoods and erected
along the length of Contra Costa Boulevard last January.

Banners on Contra Costa Blvd
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50th Celebration!...Open House

Vibrant Open House followed Gala Dinner
More than 700 hundred visitors enjoyed the open house

festivities the following Sunday, November 13.
Activities at the open house included:

� a 50-year historical photographic exhibit in the main lobby

� entertainment by College Park Jazz Band, Devil Mountain
Men’s Choir, and Decky Thornton String Quartet

� displays of art, photography and school contest winners.

Award presentations were made to the contest winners in the
Council Chambers.

All visitor also enjoyed free popcorn, hot dogs, water, and
giveaways.

To launch the year-long celebration, the City
had a commemorative calendar designed and
printed. The calendar was filled with “then and
now” photos, along with descriptive text.

2011 50th Anniversary Calendar
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50th Anniversary Art, Writing and
Photography contest winners
As part of the City’s 50th celebration, the 50th Anniversary committee sponsored

three contests in 2011, allowing residents of all ages to compete.

On September 17, 2011 more than
thirty photographers participated in
“A Day in the Life of Pleasant Hill”
photography contest. The winning
entries are listed below.

During September and October,
students from grades 1-5 participated
in an art contest with the theme “My
Favorite Place in Pleasant Hill.” A
writing contest was also held under
the topic “Pleasant Hill—Past,
Pleasant & Future” for students in
Middle and High School. All of the
winners in these contests are also
listed. �

Photography Contest Winners
1st Place–Mark Pemberton

2nd Place–Shelley Harding

3rd Place–Doug Ota

4th Place–Carly Jones

5th Place–Adam Johnson

Honorable Mentions:

Michael Espinosa

Kim Johnston

Clo Leraul

Aubrey Lommel

Ann Luke

Kaitlin Mowry

Sherry Mullin

Julie Nilsen

Reyna Winn

Russ Ysunza

Art Contest Winners
Best of Show Award–

Alex Medina

1st-2nd Grades

1st–Peyton Anderson

2nd–Bridget Tucker

3rd–Klaryssa Medina

3rd Grade

1st–Gisela Tolentino

2nd–Jordan Auerbach

3rd–Anya Mae Nye

4th–Zoe Farajian

4-5th Grades

1st – Jessica Bracken

2nd – Parker Stockbridge

Writing Contest Winners
6th Grade

1st–Zoe Novak

2nd–Courtney Turner

3rd–Joshua Cartagena

7th Grade

1st–Maddie Guzaitis

2nd–Edaile Santos

3rd–Jessica Singh

8th Grade

1st–Maddy Schultz

2nd–Courtney Martin

3rd–Ethan James

High School

1st – Dean Engle

2nd–Janette Danielson

3rd–Raimundo Triana

50th Celebration!...Contests

2nd place winner in photography contest:

Shelley Harding

1st place in art contest, 4-5th grades:

Jessica Bracken

Best of Show Award in art contest:

Alex Medina

3rd place winner in photography contest: Doug Ota

Local photographer Mark Pemberton took 1st place with

this photo in the “Day in the Life of Pleasant Hill”

photography contest. All photos in the contest

were taken on September 17, 2011.
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Payless Painting goes green

Payless Painting, a family owned

business located in Pleasant Hill which

recently celebrated 50 years of service

to the community, joined the ranks of

area businesses certified by the Bay

Area Green Business Program.

The Green Business Program was
developed in 1996 by local governments
and regional agencies to highlight small
businesses that protect, preserve, and
sustain the environment.

Mathew Rice, president of Payless
Painting and of the family’s third
generation of ownership, feels that it was
the natural thing to do. “Why wouldn’t
you do it? If you could help the
environment, why wouldn’t you? And it’s
free.”

A graduate of Cal Poly San Luis
Obispo, Rice was persuaded through his
international management studies to
“think green.” After working four years
for the American Chamber of Commerce
in Chile, he brought his management
skills back to the family business and
became involved with the Pleasant Hill
Chamber of Commerce. Upon learning
about the Chamber’s Green Committee
and their partnership with the Green
Business Program, Rice felt it would be
very doable for his company to become
certified.

“I knew it would help us and
the community,” he said. “We
already were fairly green with
our field practices, but we
implemented certain changes in
purchasing and processes.”

Working with coordinators
from the Green Business Program, Rice
completed an industry specific worksheet
to improve efforts to conserve water and
energy, minimize waste, prevent
pollution, and shrink their carbon
footprint. The efforts were then audited by
local agencies who then determined
Payless Painting met Green Certification
standards.

“It takes a little time and patience, but
you can get through it,” Rice said.

Payless Printing and other local
businesses that completed the
certification process are listed on the Bay
Area Green Business website
(www.greenbiz.ca.gov) and are
distinguished by the Green Business
Logo, often displayed on websites,
marketing materials and storefronts.

“The process required very small
changes, but every little bit helps,” Rice
concluded. “By preferring green products,

we produce less
toxic chemicals.
As a business, we
are always trying
to improve, so
why not ask our
products to
improve? If we
always go with
the status quo,
things are not
going to get
better.” �

Consume less, recycle more...think GREEN!

Erik, Ken, and Mathew Rice

Doing a little extra house cleaning?
Electronic Waste Management can help recycle old,

unwanted electronic equipment at a FREE E-Waste Recycling
Event happening at Diablo Valley College, located at 321 Golf
Club Road in Pleasant Hill, on Saturday, January 7th and
February 4th, from 9:00am until 1:00pm. The event is open to
any California resident, business, school, etc.

This is a monthly event that will take place the first
Saturday of each month. Dropping off of your E-waste is FREE
and items accepted include TVs, monitors, computers, and
more—with no limit!

Visit www.NoEwaste.com or call toll free, (866) 335-3373
for electronic items accepted and detailed event info. �

FREE E-Waste recycling at DVC
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FPHE launches 4th annual donation campaign for local schools

The Foundation for Pleasant Hill Education is preparing for the kickoff of its 4th

Annual Fundraising Campaign. New for the 2012 campaign is the exciting

Pleasant Hill Amazing Race on April 21!

The 2012 annual campaign goal:
raise $60,000

In 2012, FPHE is suggesting $75 or
more from each donor in order to help our
schools thrive and to counteract the
ongoing budget cuts. Donations of all
amounts are greatly appreciated.

Why give?
Strong schools benefit you

Strong schools greatly benefit
students, but they also help increase
property values for all residents as more
homebuyers understand our community’s
dedication to supporting local education.
Businesses grow as new people move into
the area. Most importantly, strong schools
enhance the future of our community.

Annual campaign events

� Fund Drive—Our appeal to the com-
munity to support our public schools.

� Dine Out for Education—Details
for FPHE’s weekly restaurant
fundraisers will be available at
www.fphe.org.

� Pleasant Hill Amazing Race—The
first city-wide Amazing Race will
take place on April 21. Don’t miss it!
Details will be available on our
website.

How you can help
Donate to the FPHE 2012 Annual

Campaign to benefit our community,
enhance our schools, and help prevent
ongoing California budget cuts from
affecting academic programs of schools
within the College Park HIgh School
feeder pattern. Your donation will directly
impact schools. Donating is simple at
www.fphe.org.

Since 2009, FPHE has...

� Awarded $85,000 through 99 grants
to the 11 local public schools to cre-
ate new and maintain existing pro-
grams for the academic building
blocks: English/language arts, math,
science, and the arts. The grants
funded books for entire grade levels
(reference, biographies, key literature
pieces, and early reader series), class-
room equipment (graphing calcula-

tors, LCD projec-
tors, interactive
whiteboards, and PC
workstations), and
ongoing curriculum support (Board
Math, Probeware for science and
math, DNA research tools, and an-
cient cultures Art in History pro-
grams). For the complete list of
previous grants, visit www.fphe.org.

� Hosted successful annual fundraising
events, including The Bee, Oak Park
Restaurant Walk, Downtown Restau-
rant Walk, and Dine Out for
Education.

� Received the 2009 Pleasant Hill
Mayor’s Award.

Be a part of progress—
donate today for the future
of Pleasant Hill schools

Please donate via our web site,
www.fphe.org or mail your donation to
FPHE, P.O. Box 23851, Pleasant Hill, CA
94523. Thank you for your commitment
to education and our community.

FPHE is a volunteer-led, non-profit

501(c)(3)non-profit. It functions independently

of the Mt. Diablo Unified School District and the

City of Pleasant Hill. �

Working towards a better community....

2012—A brand New Year for Pleasant Hill Rec

Pleasant Hill residents are in for a treat as Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District

will introduce a new logo and a new website in January.

According to Recreation Supervisor
Tina Young, the new identity will project
a modern, fun, clean, engaging new look
for the 61-year old park district. The
upcoming brand identity is making way
for two exciting new community
buildings taking shape now on either side
of Pleasant Hill Park.

Now under construction, the new
Pleasant Hill Senior Center and new
Pleasant Hill Teen Center feature
spacious floor plans and state of the art

technology, all designed to make the most
of the beautiful surroundings of Pleasant
Hill Park. They are expected to be
complete this fall.

Visit www.pleasanthillrec.com for the
official unveiling of the logo!

Donaghu is new Board Chair
In November, the Pleasant Hill

Recreation & Park District Board of
Directors unanimously elected Dennis
Donaghu as Board Chair for 2012, along

with Bobby Glover as Vice Chair and
Sherry Sterrett as Board Secretary.

Donaghu said he is looking forward
to the completed construction of the
new Senior and Teen Centers and to the
Grand Opening ceremonies next
October. He is also anticipating the
ground-breaking of the new Pleasant
Hill Community Center in the late
spring. “It’s going to be another busy
year with many challenges,” he said.

A resident of Pleasant Hill for 40
years, Donaghu is beginning his
seventh year as a member of the Board
of Directors and his third term as Chair.

Updates from Pleasant Hill Rec...



10 Pleasant Hill’s OUTLOOK Jan/Feb 2012

JFK University launches online BS degree in
Law Enforcement Leadership

John F. Kennedy University is launching a new online undergraduate program

that will prepare adult students to be successful in entering or advancing in the

law enforcement or security field.

“This new Bachelor of Science (BS) in
Law Enforcement Leadership was
designed in conjunction with an
advisory group of current law
enforcement professionals from across
California,” explains Dr. Michael
Graney-Mulholland, dean of the College
of Undergraduate Studies. “We went
straight to the experts for a critical
understanding of what is needed to
successfully serve in this profession.”

Chuck Culpepper, Jr., chair of the Law
Enforcement Leadership program, is a
retired police officer who has extensive
experience in private investigations and
has worked with the State of California as
a consultant conducting security officer
certification and training.

“We have brought together courses in
business/management, law, and public
administration to not only prepare
individuals interested in careers in law
enforcement at the federal, state, or local
levels,” Culpepper stated, “but also for
positions as administrators of community,
non-profit, and other institutional
programs related to social justice and
community development, as well as
executive positions in corporate security.
Another unique aspect of the bachelor
completion program is that students can
earn up to 30 quarter units of
undergraduate credit for knowledge
gained through work experience and

training already received in the law
enforcement or related field.

“Another feature of this program is
that students who decide to continue and
earn an advanced degree can leverage
their work in the BS courses toward
completing a Master’s degree at an
accelerated pace,” Graney-Mulholland
adds.

This Law Enforcement Leadership
degree is a particularly a good foundation
for a Master in Business Administration.

Individuals interested in the program
are invited to attend an open house on the
University’s Pleasant Hill campus (100
Ellinwood Way) on Saturday, February 4,
2012 from 10:30am to noon. Attendees
will learn about the distinctive graduate
and undergraduate degree and certificate
programs offered at JFK University.
Specific breakout sessions with faculty
and staff will focus on particular program
curriculum and application requirements.

JFK University is a Yellow Ribbon
School committed to free education for
post-911 veterans. Admissions and
Financial Aid representatives will be on
hand to answer questions. Attendees to
the Open House will receive an
Application Fee waiver, but applications
do not need to be submitted at the Open
House. Individuals with disabilities who
need special assistance should call (925)
969 3362 prior to the event. �

A complete list of programs

featured at the

February open house

Degree Programs

� BS in Law Enforcement
Leadership

� BA in Health Sciences

� BA in Legal Studies

� BA in Liberal Studies

� BA in Psychology

� BS in Business Administration

� MA in Consciousness &
Transformative Studies

� MA in Holistic
Counseling Psychology

� MA in Holistic Health Education

� MA in Integral Psychology

� MA in Marriage and
Family Therapy

� MA in Sport Psychology

� MBA

� Juris Doctor (JD)

� JD/MBA Joint Degree Program

� Doctor of Psychology (PsyD)

� Linked PsyD-MA in
Sport Psychology

Certificate Programs

� Graduate Certificate in Ecotherapy

� Graduate Certificate in Exercise
and Sport Performance

� Graduate Certificate in Leadership
for Sustainable Change

� Undergraduate Paralegal
Certificate

News from JFK
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DVC Drama presents The Skriker

Caryl Churchill’s, The Skriker, a
wondrous, dark, eerie, provocative,
and challenging piece of modern
drama is the third production by
DVC Drama this season. The
language is twisted, heightened,
and quick-paced. Churchill
melds English folklore with a
contemporary environment and
manages to create a terrifying
dramatic “fairy tale.” The central
plot revolves around two teenage
girls and the Skriker, a shape
shifter and ancient evil spirit
who plays a unique
“Rumpelstiltskin” role in their
young lives. The play is
bristling with dramatic
possibilities, due in no small
part to the countless creatures
with names like
“Rawheadandbloodybones”
and “The Kelpie” that roam
through the action.

DVC Drama advises its
audiences of the adult nature
and content, including graphic
and mature scenes/language.
This play is not recommended
for children under 16. Ed
Trujillo, whose recent DVC
directing credits include, Alice

In Wonderland, Othello, The

Clash, and Celebrations of

American Culture, will direct the
Skriker on the PAC Main Stage. The
Skriker plays Friday and Saturday at
8pm and Sunday at 2:30pm from
January 27 through February 12. Visit
www.dvc.edu/drama for information
and ticket purchases. �

The New Year is a great time to get back
to fitness, and Pleasant Hill Rec has
programs for all ages, interests, and abilities
beginning in January.

In addition to Jazzercise, Pilates, or
Yoga, Pleasant Hill Rec also offers Fencing,
Kick Boxing, Mixed Martial Arts, Weight
Training, and Total Fitness to energize and
revitalize! Year-round classes in Water
Aerobics and Swim for Fitness are great
ways to get an aerobic workout without
stress on joints. Tennis lessons for adults and
teens are offered on Thursday evenings and
on Saturday mornings. 50 years+ can choose
from Living Tai Chi, Weight & Strength, and
Zumba Gold classes or attend all three.

The latest Spotlight with Fitness
Instructor Alison Klippel on the cover is
available at the District Office on Gregory
Lane, the Pleasant Hill Library, and other
businesses around town. �

Fitness
for EveryBODY!

What’s happening in the community...

St. Pat goes to Hollywood!

There is a new twist to Pleasant Hill Rotary Club’s popular

St. Patrick’s Day event...and you won’t want to miss it!

On March 16, 2012 at 6pm Pleasant Hill Rotary joins the Big C Athletic
Club in a St. Patrick’s day celebration and fundraiser, “St. Pat goes to
Hollywood.” Tickets are $45.00 per person or $425 for a table of
10. This includes champagne, appetizers, food, entertainment, dancing, and
Irish merriment. What a deal! All proceeds will benefit the many charities supported by Pleasant
Hill Rotary. Dress as your favorite Hollywood character. Best Costume wins a nice prize.

This year this event is being held at the Big C Athletic Club located at 1381 Galaxy Way,
Concord, CA 94520. Space is severely limited, so contact Jessica Braverman to buy tickets now
(Jessica@BravermanSolutions.com). There are corporate sponsorship opportunities still
available. �

What are you
doing on.....

Join Pleasant Hill
Rotary Club at
their fun event!
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What’s happening in the community...

Pleasant Hill Lions Crab
Feed in January

The 39th Annual Pleasant Hill

Lions Crab Feed will be held on

January 21, 2012 at The Big C

Athletic Club in Concord. The

address is 1381 Galaxy Way

Concord, CA 94520.

Enjoy all the crab, pasta, salad,
and bread you can eat. There will also
be a raffle, a silent auction, dancing,
and a $400 cash door prize!!! This
event sells out, so be sure to get your
tickets early. Ticket price is $45.
Doors open at 5:30pm and dinner will
be served at 7:00pm. For tickets call
Don Flaskerud at 676-5859 All
proceeds go toward programs for the
visually impaired.

The Lions were busy over the last
2 months. On November 11th they
participated in the Veterans Day
Celebration and Outreach at St.
Andrews Presbyterian Church. As a
co-sponsor of the event, they
provided breakfast for veterans, their
families, and event participants. On
December 12th the Lions provided a
holiday luncheon to the visually
impaired at the Diablo Valley Blind
Center in Pittsburg.

If you want to learn more about
and/or join the Pleasant Hill Lions
Club, call Ken Wombacher at
687-0858 or check out the website at
www.phlionsclub.org.
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Date Event Location Organization Contact

Jan 7 E-Waste Recycling Event Diablo Valley College Electronic Waste Management 866-335-3373

Jan 21 Crab Feed Big C Athletic Club PH Lions Club 676-5859

Jan 27 Simply Wine Winslow Center Pleasant Hill Senior Center 798-8788

Jan 27-Feb 12 The Skriker DVC Performing Arts Center DVC www.dvc.edu/drama

Feb 28 Worm Composting Workshop PH city Hall PH City 671-5265

Jan 31 Relay for Life Rally Smokin’Okies BBQ Relay for Life 944-4898

Feb 4 E-Waste Recycling Event Diablo Valley College Electronic Waste Management 866-335-3373

Feb 4 JFKU Open House JFK University JFK University 969-3362

Feb 11 Crab Feed St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church PHPD 288-4619/288-4600

Feb 6-Mar 19 CERT Training Session PHPD PH CERT www.pleasanthillcertsignup.com

Feb 25 Crab Feed Walnut Creek Civic Park Comm Ctr PH Dolfins Swim Team 682-0896

Feb 25 Crab Feed St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Mt. Diablo Center/Adult Day Health Care 682-6330 x102

...relay, shopping, wine tasting

Our rockin’ community! Events for January and February 2012...

Free tax preparation
for seniors and
low-income residents

Free tax preparation for the 2012 tax

season is available starting February 2011

from AARP’s Tax-Aide and United Way’s

Earn It, Keep It, Save It (EKS) programs.

All tax preparers are
trained and certified by
the IRS. While both
programs serve taxpayers
of any age, EKS can only
serve individuals whose

incomes do not exceed $50,000. Tax-Aide
does not have an income limit.

For information or to make an
appointment for the Tax-Aide sites serving
the Pleasant Hill area, Beginning January 2,
2012, please call (925) 405-6011 Hillcrest
Congregational Church site or 709-4525
Pacheco Community Center site. For general
information and other site locations, call
726-3199. For information on EKS sites call
2-1-1 or visit www.earnitkeepitsaveit.org.

To complete your tax return, Tax-Aide
will need you to bring to the appointment
your:

� Social Security Card or ITIN letter for
all individuals to be listed on the return

� Copies of all W-2s

� 1098s and 1099s

� Other income and deductions

� Your 2009 Tax Return �

Smokin’ Okies BBQ will host rally to
launch 2012 relay for life

Cancer never sleeps, and neither does the fight against

cancer. For this reason, Pleasant Hill joins 5,000 other

communities nationwide in holding an annual Relay For Life

fund-raising and awareness-raising event.

To jump-start the 2012 Relay in Pleasant Hill, a rally will be held from 6 to 7pm
on Tuesday, January 31 at Smokin’ Okies BBQ, 1941 Oak Park Blvd.

Relay For Life is a 24-hour team event that has participants of all ages, abilities
and energy levels. It is not a race or a run. It has moments of fun and frolic,
entertainment and enthusiasm, reflection and remembering.

Last year alone, $400 million was raised by Relays throughout the United States,
and $40,000 came from the Pleasant Hill event. This money supports the American
Cancer Society (ACS) in its research, early detection, advocacy, education, and
related programs to fight cancer. This year’s event is on May 19-20.

The rally gives everyone a chance to learn more about the Relay, join a team,
sign up as a cancer survivor, or find out other ways to help. To find out more about
the rally, and to extend a courtesy RSVP, contact Eileen Housfeld at 925-944-4898
or relayforlifeph@aol.com.

For more information on Relay For Life in Pleasant Hill, or to sign up as an
individual, a team, or a cancer survivor, go to the website
relayforlife.org/pleasanthill.ca. �
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New businesses
October 2011

Basic – TDC, LLC

(Computer Programming/Service)

171 Mayhew Way, #102

925-219-3959

Big 5 Sporting Goods

510 Contra Costa Blvd.

925-691-5831

Enjoy Nail Spa

2210 Morello Avenue

925-798-0907

Eric Seelinger

(Bookkeeping & Accounting Services)

3478 Buskirk Ave.

925-953-3545

Hair by Claire Shearer (Hair Stylist)

1607 Oak Park Blvd.

925-586-9225

Love528HZ (Slender Wrap Practitioner)

140 Mayhew Way, #100

925-330-8875

Monument Cars, LLC (Used Car Sales)

2060 Monument Blvd.

415-308-4081

Pacific Sales

(Sale of Kitchen & Bath Fixtures)

3260 Buskirk Ave.

925-988-0256

Silk Nail Spa

(Manicure/Pedicure/Artificial Nails)

1892 Contra Costa Blvd.

925-798-5867

Wollborg-Michaelson Personnel

(Temporary Employment Agency)

3333 Vincent Rd., #203A

925-265-8381

Marlf, LLC (Business Sales/Consulting)

408-844-3267

ABC Senior Services – East Bay

(Senior Care Services)

925-945-1662

JJC Maintenance (Painting/

Small Repairs/Maintenance)

925-348-2733

New businesses
November 2011

Boba Hut (Café)

260 Golf Club Road

925-719-9473

George Kraus (Psychology)

3496 Buskirk Ave., #102

925-238-6466

Librade Hinkson (Hair Stylist)

607 Gregory Lane

925-497-8321

My Make Up Tattoo

(Permanent Cosmetics-Tattoo)

101 Gregory Ln., #41

925-808-8222

Pleasant Hill Grocery Outlet

1671 Contra Costa Blvd.

925-676-3660

Togo’s (Sandwiches/Soups/Salads)

55 Crescent Drive

Yeung Tutorial Group (Tutoring

Middle/High School Students)

380 Civic Dr., #200 A

925-689-2996

Dorothy Abeyta

(Horticultural Consultant)

925-890-8277

John Nascimento (Vent Cleaning)

925-890-3907

Economic Development/Business News in Pleasant Hill...welcome to new businesses!

The City of Pleasant Hill is committed to promoting and supporting the business community within the City. The economic
vitality of Pleasant Hill is dependent on a strong business sector, and the City plays an important role in making this happen. To
find out more about Economic Development efforts in Pleasant Hill or for additional information on locating or expanding your
business operations in the City, please contact Kelly Calhoun at 671-5213 or Kcalhoun@ci.pleasant-hill.ca.us.

Please participate in our Business Survey
The City is conducting a survey of businesses to enable staff

to better serve the business community. The survey is available
online at www.surveymonkey.com/s/BizSurvey2012.

If you complete the survey via e-mail, online, or by U.S

mail on or before January30, 2012, you will be entered into

a raffle for a $200 gift card from a Pleasant Hill merchant of
your choice. Winner of the raffle drawing will be notified by
telephone and/or email by February 14, 2012. �
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The City of Pleasant Hill newsletter is

published bimonthly. Deadline for stories and

story ideas for Mar/Apr is February 7. Ideas are

always welcome. Local non-profit groups may

submit articles to the Public Information

Officer at 100 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill, CA

94523. For information, call Martin Nelis at

671-5229, fax to 680-0294, or email to

mnelis@ci.pleasant-hill.ca.us.

Mayor John Hanecak
Vice Mayor Michael G. Harris

David Durant
Jack Weir

Terri Williamson
City Manager June Catalano
City Clerk Marty McInturf
City Treasurer Mark W. Celio

Police/Fire Emergency 911

Police (Business) 288-4600

Fire (Business) 941-3300

Public Services Center 671-4646

Chamber of Commerce 687-0700

Recreation & Parks 682-0896

PH Bayshore Disposal 685-4711

PG&E 800-743-5000

Senior Center 798-8788

Senior Van Service 671-5272

100 Gregory Lane
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523-3323

925-671-5270
www.pleasant-hill.net

Monday–Wednesday 8:30am–5:00 pm
Thursday 8:30am–6:00 pm
Friday 8:30am–1:00 pm

Editor/Writer Martin Nelis, PIO

Design/misc photos Donaghu Graphic Designs

COVER: Lake at Award-winning City Hall

City Council meetings are broadcast
on Comcast channel 28 on

1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 7:30pm.

Meetings are also available on the City
website under “Council Webcast.”

City Meetings

WHEN WHAT WHERE

Mon 2 City Hall closed for New Year’s Day holiday

Wed 4 9:30am Commission on Aging City Hall Small Community Room

Wed 4 6:30pm Civic Action Commission City Hall Small Community Room

Thu 5 5:00pm Architectural Review Commission City Hall Small Community Room

Mon 9 7:30pm City Council/
Redevelopment Agency

Council Chambers

Tue 10 6:00pm Traffic Safety Commission City Hall Community Room

Tue 10 7:30pm Planning Commission
(Public Hearing)

Council Chambers

Thu 12 5:00pm Zoning Administrator
(Public Hearing)

Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Mon 16 City Hall closed for Martin Luther King Birthday

Thu 19 5:00pm Architectural Review Commission City Hall Small Community Room

Mon 23 7:30pm Redevelopment Agency/
City Council

Council Chambers

Tue 24 7:30pm Planning Commission
(Public Hearing)

Council Chambers

Wed 25 7:00pm Education/Schools
Advisory Commission

City Hall Small Community Room

Thu 26 5:00pm Zoning Administrator
(Public Hearing)

Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Thu 26 7:00pm Redevelopment
Advisory Commission

City Hall Large Community Room

WHEN WHAT WHERE

Wed 1 9:30am Commission on Aging City Hall Small Community Room

Wed 1 6:30pm Civic Action Commission City Hall Small Community Room

Thu 2 5:00pm Architectural Review Commission City Hall Small Community Room

Mon 6 7:30pm City Council/
Redevelopment Agency

Council Chambers

Thu 9 5:00pm Zoning Administrator
(Public Hearing)

Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Mon 13 City Hall closed for Lincoln’s Birthday Holiday

Tue 14 6:00pm Traffic Safety Commission City Hall Community Room

Tue 14 7:30pm Planning Commission
(Public Hearing)

Council Chambers

Thu 16 5:00pm Architectural Review Commission City Hall Small Community Room

Mon 20 City Hall closed for Washington’s Birthday Holiday

Wed 22 7:00pm Education/Schools
Advisory Commission

City Hall Small Community Room

Thu 23 5:00pm Zoning Administrator
(Public Hearing)

Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Mon 27 7:30pm Redevelopment Agency/
City Council

Council Chambers

Tue 28 7:30pm Planning Commission
(Public Hearing)

Council Chambers
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Pleasant Hill’s Star Quest celebrates
20th anniversary in April of 2012

For 19 years Star Quest of Pleasant Hill has been bringing amazing

performances by our youth to the community. You won’t want to miss this

year’s 20th performance as the newest stars and many veterans unite to

produce a wonderfully unique show!

The theme for the show on April 21 and 22, 2012 will be “A Star Quest

Homecoming” which will highlight many of the special performances of the last
20 years and will include several past Star Quest vets. All Star Quest alumni are
invited to attend this special anniversary show.

Since Star Quest began 20 years ago, its intent has been to provide a positive
program where young people of the Pleasant Hill, in grades K through 12, could
showcase their artistic and theatrical talents.

Applications are now available at local schools, the Pleasant Hill Recreation
& Park District Office, and at Pleasant Hill City Hall. If you are a singer, dancer,
musician, comedian, magician, etc. pick up an application and submit it by

February 3, 2012 to the
Recreation & Park District
Office at 147 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill. Auditions
will be held in early
February 2012 for those
applying.

Call Pleasant Hill Rec at
682-0896 or the show’s
producer, Jim Nunes, at
689-2249 for further
information. Star Quest is
sponsored by the Rotary
Club of Pleasant Hill. �

City of Pleasant Hill
100 Gregory Lane
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523-3323
www.pleasant-hill.net

Star Quest celebrated the City’s 50th anniversary in

their 2011 show, “Happy Birthday, Pleasant Hill!”


