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Community Awards recognizes

leaders in our community

The 46th Annual Community Awards
Night will be held on Tuesday, February
21, 2017 at the Pleasant Hill Community
Center on Civic Drive. The event
includes awards for Citizen of the Year,
Business of the Year, Teen of the Year,
Teacher of the Year, Mayor’s Award, sev-
eral Green Awards and others.

If you would like to nominate a

teacher, business, resident or organi-

zation for any of these awards,

please complete the nomination

form on the City’s website at

www.pleasanthillca.org/awards. All

nominations are due no later

than Thursday, January 26.

The nomination criteria
are as follows:

� Citizen of the Year—nominees

must be at least a 5-year resident of

Pleasant Hill and have made signifi-

cant contributions toward improving

our community.

� Business Person of the Year—can-

didates must be in business for at

least three years in Pleasant Hill and

a current member in good standing

of the Chamber of Commerce.

� Educator of the Year—nominees

must be a teacher in Pleasant Hill

for at least three years.

� Teen of the Year – candidates must

either live or go to school in Pleasant

Hill and have a track record of vol-

unteering in the community.

� Green Business Award—this award

recognizes a company that has

shown outstanding leadership in

minimizing impact on the environ-

ment and creating a sustainable fu-

ture through conservation and waste

reduction.

� Green Community Award—this

Award recognizes an individual or

organization that has shown out-

standing leadership in sustainability

through education and activism in

Pleasant Hill.

For more information about the
event or nominations, please email
mnelis@pleasanthillca.org or call
(925) 671-5229. Tickets for Commu-
nity Awards Night are available
through the Chamber of Commerce by
calling 687-0700 or online at

www.pleasanthillca.org/tickets. �

2014 Community Award Winnners!

Recognize a deserving citizen.
Submit nominations at

www.pleasanthillca.org/awards.
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Mayor’s Breakfast at
the Contra Costa

Country Club
The Pleasant Hill Chamber of

Commerce, in partnership with the
City of Pleasant Hill, will host the
Mayor’s Breakfast and introduc-
tion of the 2017 Board of Directors
on Thursday, January 26 at the
Contra Costa County Club begin-
ning at 7:30 a.m.

The newly appointed Mayor
will present the ‘State of the City’
and highlight City events and pro-
grams. Tickets are $40 per person
and are available at the Chamber
office, 91 Gregory Lane, Suite 11
or online.

Contact Tina Traum to rsvp at
687-0700 or email her at
tina@pleasanthillchamber.com.

Update on Measure K

Measure K was approved by Pleasant Hill voters at the November 8, 2016

election with 67% of residents voting yes. The half-cent sales tax increase

will take effect in Pleasant Hill on April 1, 2017, and the sales tax rate in

Pleasant Hill will go from 8.25% to 8.75% on that date.

The City will begin to receive the additional revenue from Measure K in June
2017 with quarterly payments thereafter from the State Board of Equalization.
The money from Measure K will be used to build a new library and make infra-
structure improvements throughout the city. Staff is now beginning the initial
planning for projects that will be funded through Measure K and more informa-
tion will become available about all of these projects over the coming year.

Measure K requires the City Council to establish an Oversight Committee to
review the collection and expenditure of funds generated from the sales tax and to
make recommendations to the Council. It is anticipated that the Measure K Over-
sight Committee will be appointed by the Council in late spring. Information
about the application process for the committee will be publicized on the City’s
website and the next issue of the Outlook.

Information about the election in Pleasant Hill

� Countywide, there were 53,629 ballots dropped off at the Vote-N-Go
drop-off boxes at City Halls and some libraries

� In Pleasant Hill, 3,995 people turned in vote-by-mail and early voting bal-
lots at City Hall

� Overall, Pleasant Hill had an 81.56% voter turnout with 17,400 total ballots
cast. There are 21,333 registered voters in Pleasant Hill. �

For continuing information on Measure K

go to www.pleasanthillca.org/MeasureK or

email mnelis@pleasanthillca.org

� Thursday, January 26

7:30 a.m.

� Contra Costa Country Club

� Tickets: $40

� To purchase tickets, contact
the Pleasant Hill Chamber of
Commerce or go online to
www.pleasanthillca.org/

mayortickets.

News from the City
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News from the City Are you using your new kitchen
food pail to recycle food scraps?

Did you know that Califor-
nia disposes 30 million tons of
waste in landfills every year? It
is estimated that over 30% of
what ends up in the landfill
could be used for compost or
mulch.

Beginning last October,
residents can now place food
scraps in their yard waste bin. All types of food are
accepted, including meat and bones, bread, pasta, fruits
and vegetables. The material is hauled to an industrial
compost facility and turns into a rich soil amendment.
Once a year, one cubic yard of this compost will be avail-
able free for residents—stay tuned!

To help residents separate food scraps out of the trash,
free kitchen compost pails are available. Use the pail to
store food scraps, and empty often into your green yard
waste cart. To keep your pail clean, line with newspaper or
a paper bag, or purchase compostable bags. Only two
brands of compostable bags are accepted- BioBag and Bio-
Mass. BioBag’s compostable bags are available at Target,
select Safeway stores, and Bed Bath & Beyond. To fit your
kitchen pail, look for bags that are 2.5 or 3 gallons.

Kitchen pails were distributed by Republic Ser-

vices in October to every household which has a

green waste cart. If you did not receive one but

would like one, please contact Anne Baker,

Recycling Coordinator, at (925) 671-5806 or

abaker@republicservices.com.

Organics recycling for businesses

New state regulations require certain businesses to
begin recycling their organic waste. Restaurants and
other businesses that generate four or more cubic yards
of organic waste per week (food scraps, yard waste, and
food-soiled paper waste) must participate in this recy-
cling program beginning in January. Any business
interested but not required to begin can participate!

Businesses that do a great job separating material and
recycling will benefit not only from knowing they are
doing the right thing for the planet, but also potentially a
decrease in their garbage bills, as the recycling and
organics collection are included with the garbage rate.

Republic Services can help set your business up with
all the necessary equipment including free indoor recycle
and compost bins, as well as educational materials and
training for staff. Please contact Anne Baker, Republic
Services Recycling Coordinator, at (925) 671-5806 or
abaker@republicservices.com.

For more information on mandatory organics recy-
cling, please visit the CalRecycle AB1826 webpage:
www.calrecycle.ca.gov/recycle/commercial/organics/.

Earthquake Preparedness Training being offered by
Pleasant Hill CERT

Are you and your family prepared for a 6.0–6.9 shaker? The United
States Geological Service predicts a major quake of that magnitude
along the Hayward Fault within the next two decades.

The Pleasant Hill Community Emergency Response Team will be
offering a 7-night FEMA-based instructional class on preparedness and
how to safely help your family and co-workers following a major
quake. Classes will be taught on Monday nights beginning January

30th from 6:00 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. in the conference room at the Mt.
Diablo-Silverado Council Boy Scouts home office at 800 Ellinwood
Way, Pleasant Hill. A practical exercise will be held on the Saturday
following the last class.

Following a major disaster, our police and fire departments will
likely be unable to respond immediately to all calls for help as their
efforts will be focused in areas that have been more severely impacted.
That’s where CERT training comes in…help yourself, your family,
your neighbors, and your community…neighbors helping neighbors.

Residents aged 14 and older are encouraged to sign up at
www.pleasanthillcert.org. Join a group of local neighbors and resi-
dents who are dedicated to helping our neighbors and our community.
For additional information, contact Jim Bonato at (925) 938-5433. �

New gateway signs being installed around Pleasant Hill

You may have noticed that all of the ‘Pagoda’ style entryway signs
around the city have been removed. The City is now replacing these
signs with new Gateway Monument signs in most of the areas where
these ‘Pleasant Hill’ signs were located. In total, eight new gateway
signs will be installed.

In addition to the Gateway signs, the City will also be installing 25
‘wayfinding’ signs at various locations later in the year. These will high-
light main attractions such as Downtown, City Hall, Pleasant Hill Library,
PH Community Center and other key buildings and parks in order to help
both residents and visitors navigate to major destinations in the City.

The Gateway and Wayfinding signage was designed over an
18-month period working with WRT, urban design consultants, and
Arrow Sign Company. The process included ten public workshops and
focus group meetings during which input was solicited from various
community members regarding design concepts and locations for the
new signs.

For more information on this project, contact Economic Develop-
ment Manager, Kelly Calhoun, at kcalhoun@pleasanthillca.org or call
(925) 671-5213. �
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Elder abuse is today’s domestic violence
—by the Commission on Aging

The Golden Years should be a time
to enjoy life with family and friends, not
a time of fear or worry. Unfortunately,
this is not always the case. Here are
some troubling facts about elder abuse:

� Approximately 1 in 10 Americans
aged 60+ have experienced some
form of elder abuse.

� Up to 5 million elders may be
abused each year.

� In California, as many as 50,000
cases of elder abuse go unreported
every month.

� For every case of elder abuse re-
ported, there are four cases that go
unreported.

� In almost 90% of elder abuse and
neglect incidents, the perpetrator is a
family member.

� Two thirds of perpetrators are adult
children or spouses.

Abuse doesn’t happen in a vacuum
and it can take many forms. Sometimes
victims are reluctant to admit the truth
due to fear of retaliation, embarrass-
ment, or reluctance to have authorities
involved in private matters. California
recognizes six types of abuse and
neglect:

� self-neglect

� neglect by others

� financial abuse

� physical abuse

� mental abuse and

� sexual abuse

We encourage caring families,
neighbors and community members to
be on the lookout for older adults who
may be vulnerable and incapable of pro-
tecting themselves. Unexplained
changes in behavior or personal
hygiene, bruises, lack of clean clothes,
unpaid bills or unusual purchases by a
caregiver can all suggest abuse. Pleas-
ant Hill seniors are at risk and you can
help by being observant and informed.

Know abuse. Report abuse.
Help ensure that elder adults

are given the respect and
justice they deserve.

Adult Protective Services 24
hour hotline: 877-839-4347

Report Elder Abuse:
925-602-4179

Free tax preparation
from AARP

Free tax preparation for the 2016 tax
season is available starting February 2017
from AARP’s Tax-Aide and United Way’s
Earn It, Keep It, Save It (EKS) programs.
All tax preparers are trained and certified
by the IRS. While both programs serve tax-
payers of any age, Tax-Aide does not have
an income limit for those they can serve.
But EKS can only serve individuals whose
incomes do not exceed $50,000.

Beginning January 9, 2017, for infor-
mation or to make an appointment for the
Tax-Aide sites serving the Pleasant Hill
area please call (925) 405-6011, Hillcrest
Congregational Church site, or (925)
709-4525, Pacheco Community Center site.

For general information and other site
locations, call (925) 726-3199. For infor-
mation on EKS sites call 2-1-1 or visit
www.earnitkeepitsaveit.org.

To complete your tax return, Tax-Aide
will need you to bring to the appointment
your:

� Social Security Card or ITIN letter for
all individuals to be listed on the re-
turn

� Photo ID for the taxpayer and spouse
if applicable

� Copies of all W-2s

� 1098s and 1099s

� Other income and deductions

� Your 2015 Tax Return

News for Seniors and free tax preparation
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Update from the Lions Club

The Lions Club provided support and

assistance for the local Veteran’s Day

celebration on November 11 at

Pleasant Hill Park by serving a BBQ

lunch to Veterans and their families.

Also, in November the Club volun-
teered at an Early Detection Screening for
the visually impaired. This screening was
held at the Hookston Senior Apartments in
Pleasant Hill, and some 21 senior citizens
were screened and given help and advice
on vision related conditions. Among other
things, the local club, as well as Lions
International, has long been noted for its
work with the visually impaired.

In February the Club will conduct the
annual Student Speaker Contest for local
high school students. Potential contes-
tants from local high schools, and
homeschoolers, should contact Jack
Prosek at (925) 825-4269 if you have any
questions. The topic this year is “Is the
right of privacy a threat to our national
security?” Winners at the local level go on
to compete at Zone, District, Regional,
and State level for ever increasing prizes.

The Annual Crabfeed

The Club’s largest and most enjoyable
event is their annual crab feed fundraiser.
This year it will be the 44th annual event
and it is scheduled for Saturday, January
21 at the Pleasant Hill Senior Center. All
you can eat crab, pasta, salad, etc. is on the
menu with music, dancing, and great raf-
fle prizes and auctions as part of the
program. Get your tickets ($50) for this
popular night out from Ramona MacIn-
tyre at (925) 798-5354, Ken Wombacher
at (925) 683-7946, or any local Lion
member. See you there!!

As always, they are seeking new mem-
bers to continue a full schedule of service
activities in our
local Pleasant Hill
community.

Please contact
Don Flaskerud at
(925) 676-5859 for
more information.

Photos by Allen Vinson

Helping our community
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Rotary Clubs of Contra Costa present White Pony Express with refrigerated Ford Transit 250!

On December 8, 2016, many Rotary

Clubs of Contra Costa presented the gift

of a refrigerated Ford Transit 250 to Gary

Conner, Executive Coordinator of White

Pony Express (WPE), to help WPE with its

vibrant Food Rescue Program.

After Mr. Conner gave a speech to the
Pleasant Hill Rotary Club in Pleasant Hill
in 2014, the Club, led by President Jen
Grossi, dedicated itself to raising $50,000
from other Rotary clubs and private donors
over the course of two years to buy this van.
The enduring leadership and efforts of
Grossi and the co-leadership of Walnut
Creek Rotary Club were instrumental in
completing this fundraising drive.

This van will help ensure that WPE’s
express deliveries of fresh food continue at
high standards to 70+ nonprofits in the
county who provide food and meals to the
hungry. Mr. Conner told those assembled,
“With this gift you are uplifting the lives of
those in need, and doing a tremendous ser-
vice to our county and to Pleasant Hill.
Jenni (the new van’s name) enables us to
accept the new Whole Foods store as a
7-day a week food donor.”

Every day WPE sends volunteers to
supermarkets, restaurants, and farmers
markets where, in just over three years,
they’ve rescued and delivered more than
4,000,000 pounds of fresh, nutritious
excess food (equivalent to about 3,300,000
meals the hungry would have gone with-
out). WPE has rescued high-quality meat,
dairy, eggs, produce, deli, and baked goods
that would otherwise have been discarded
and delivered it generally within two hours
of the donation. Its Food Rescue Program

now picks up and delivers over 5,000
pounds of free food a day, seven days a
week!

There is an urgent need for volunteers
to help WPE with its mission of eliminat-
ing hunger and poverty in Contra Costa
County. Contact them at (925) 322-0604
or www.whiteponyexpress.org .

And watch for “Jenni” as she

does her work around Pleasant Hill

and other communities!

Jim Bonato, Michelle Lacy (in back), Rotary President Anne Baker, Gary Conner (WPE Exec Coordinator),

Jen Grossi, Sue Noack, Dick Marvin, Matt Rinn, Steve Van Dorn (behind), Tina Young, Joe Thibedeau

(kneeling), Ken Jacobson, Karen Sakata, and Bob Lamson. (photo by Allen Vinson)

Rotarian stayed busy during the season...

Joan and Richard Means, a mem-
ber of the Pleasant Hill Rotary
Club, recently delivered chil-
dren’s and teenage books to
Tyrone Burns, owner of the Oak-
land "Pull Up Your Pants
Barbershop." Mr. Burns is estab-
lishing a library for neighborhood
kids to encourage reading. The
books were gathered together by
Librarian and Rotarian Patrick
Remer on behalf of the Pleasant
Hill Library. Great job Richard,
Joan and Patrick!!

Many members of
the Rotary Club of
Pleasant Hill, like
Jim Alkire and Joe
Thibedeau, rang
the bell for the
Salvation Army on
December 10 at
Lunardi's in the
Palos Verdes
Shopping Center
and the Safeway
by Sun Valley
Mall.

Interested in being a member of the Pleasant Hill Rotary Club?
For more information or to attend a lunch, please contact Membership

Director Bob Lamson at 939-5330 or robertlamson@comcast.net.

Rotary Club ends year helping the community
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NEW Winter/Spring 2017 Spotlight.
Registrations now open for Winter/
Spring classes, activities and events!
Click on interactive online guide at
pleasanthillrec.com or pick up THE
SPOTLIGHT at PHR&PD facilities.

NEW! Youth & Teen Computer
Programming Classes

Learn fundamental principles of coding, animation
and design techniques! My First Video Game (5-9
yrs), Video Game Coding & Design (8-13 yrs), Cod-
ing, Creativity & Critical Thinking (11 yrs & up),
Game Programming & Design (11 yrs & up). Register
online.

NEW! S.T.A.G.E. Troup Musical Theater
for Tweens! (8-13 yrs)

Learn about auditioning, singing, dancing, acting and how to put it all together.
Starts January 17. Register online.

NEW For Little Pet Lovers! (6-10 yrs)

Sign up online for Little Veterinarian School January 25-March 1. Kids, learn
how to take care of a pet!

Swim Team

PHRec’s Dolfins Swim Team Registration opens January 3.
Have fun! Swim fast! Visit pleasanthillrec.com for details.

Take Care of Yourself in 2017

Enroll in a variety of NEW self-care classes that promote a healthier and more
balanced life: Barriers to Smart Parenting, Mastering The Art of Time Manage-
ment, Strong Boundaries for Nice People, Transforming Your Inner Critic, Relief
From Stress, Worry & Depression, Group Mediation and Healthy Living Series
(nutrition focus).

Check out our NEW cooking classes and Wine Analysis Class!

Team Up for Adult Sports in 2017

Flag Football, Softball, Bocce, Basketball, Soccer, Cornhole and Kickball!
Online sports registration opens January 23 at pleasanthillrecsports.com. Play
starts mid-March.

PHRec Priority Preschool
2017-2018 Registration

February 25, 2017, 9:30-10:30 a.m.,
PH Community Center, 320 Civic
Drive.

In-person registration required.
First come, first serve. Questions?
Contact Preschool Director, Sarah
Smith at (925) 676-5200 ext. 626 or
ssmith@pleasanthillrec.com.

Senior Center
activities and events

� FREE CMP Series presents

� January 12 “Aging in Place” pre-
sented by Hillendale Home Care

� February 9 “What is a Captioned
Telephone” presented by Hamil-
ton Relay

� PH Senior Center

Second Thursday of each month from
2:00-3:00 p.m. at the Senior Center.
Space is limited so please reserve your
spot by calling (925) 798-8788. Spon-
sored by Carlton Senior Living.

� Senior Center Annual

All You Can Eat Crab Feed

� January 27, 6:00 p.m.

� PH Senior Center Chateau Room

Enjoy all you can eat fresh crab, pasta,
salad, garlic bread and dessert. Dessert
raffle and 50/50 split cash raffle. Purchase
your tickets early. Tickets will not be sold
at the door. All ages welcome! For ticket
information, call 798-8788.

� FREE Legal Clinic for Advance

Health Care Directives

� January 10 and March 10,
1:30–4:30 p.m.

� PH Senior Center

Contra Costa Senior Legal Services
teams up with the PHRec & Park District
and members of CSAA Insurance Group
Legal Division to provide FREE Advance
Health Care Directives for seniors aged
60 and older who reside in Contra Costa
County. There are no income limitations
for this clinic. Please call the Senior
Center at (925) 798-8788 to make your
appointment or sign up at the front desk.

� Valentine’s Dance

� February 9, 12:00 p.m.

� PH Senior Center

Sing, tap your toes and dance the after-
noon away with friends or your special
valentine. Live music from The Paul
Fontes Band. Lunch will be served.
Dance partner not required! Tickets: $15
presale or $20 day of (based on availabil-
ity). No refunds.

News from Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District

January 21, 10:00am-1:00 p.m.,
PH Community Center
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� Pajama Storytime
Starting in January! Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.

Come in your jammies and get cozy as we
explore the land of imagination and sweet
dreams. Best for ages 3-6.

� Star Jars!
Maker Monday, Jan 9, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Tinker Tuesday, Jan 10, 3:00-4:30 p.m.

Create your own constellation and then
make it light up in a jar!

� Egg Drop Challenge
Maker Monday, Feb 13, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Tinker Tuesday, Feb 14, 3:00-4:30 p.m.

Can you protect your egg from a 12-foot
drop? Materials supplied.

� Stargazing at the Library
Monday, Jan 23,6:30–7:30 p.m.

Join the East Bay Astronomical Society for
a night of stargazing. Hot drinks will be pro-
vided!

� Chinese New Year Celebration
Monday, Feb 6 ,6:30 p.m.

Usher in the Year of the Rooster with the
Red Panda Acrobats! Lion dancers
extraordinaire, they will bring luck in the New
Year..

� Talking Wood: West African Music
Monday, Feb 27,6:30 p.m.

Join us and Keenan Webster as he shares
with us the traditional instruments and history
of the people of West Africa.

� Flash Sale—Friends of the
Pleasant Hill Library
Saturday, Jan 21, 17, 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

The Friends of the Pleasant Hill Library’s
mini-used book sale will be held on the patio in
front of the Library! Please stop by the front of
the Library, weather permitting.

� Indi Innovators

Fridays, 10:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m.

A unique opportunity for homeschoolers
and independent learners in middle and high
school. Explore the world of multimedia art and
design. Create self-selected projects with real
world applications. Assist and inspire Ingenu-
ity Lab participants. Earn Volunteer Hours.

� Ingenuity Lab

Fridays, 11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

A place for homeschooling families and
independent learners to discover and create
together. Explore STEM concepts while you
complete exciting challenges. Meet us in the
Public Meeting Room!

� Adults Learn to Read Free—

Volunteer Tutors needed

Project Second Chance (PSC) is the Con-
tra Costa County Library’s adult literacy
program. If you are interested in volunteering
to help an adult learn to read, write and spell
better, registration opens December 9 for the
January tutor training class. No previous
teaching experience is required. Please visit
www.ccclib.org/psc/tutors.html for more infor-
mation. Together we can make a difference!

� ESL Conversation Practice for Adults
Wednesdays, 1:30–2:30 p.m.
Pleasant Hill Library, Room A

Come practice and improve your English
conversation skills in an informal, small group
setting. All levels. Sessions are free and regis-
tration is NOT required.

� Teen Tech Help Desk –
Drop-In Computer Help
Saturdays, 12:00–2:00 p.m.

Pleasant Hill Library activities and events...

Teen Advisory Group
Every 2nd and 4th

Wednesday of the month,

3:00-4:00 p.m.

Meet with other commu-
nity teens and the young
adult librarian to share and
plan what you want to see
happen at the library.

Storytimes
Every Wednesday,

Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday, 11:15-11:45

a.m., plus Friday
afternoons, 1:15-1:45 p.m.

Introduce your child to the
wonderful world of words
at any of our fun and musi-

cal storytimes.
Join us for an extra craft

after storytimes
each Thursday.

Pleasant Hill Library
display case

Reserve the library’s free
lobby display case for your
nonprofit organization and
connect with 1,200 visitors a
day. Contact the library at
phl@ccclib.org for an appli-
cation.

Pleasant Hill Library
Meeting Room and Small
Study Room available during
library open hours. Details on
how to reserve these rooms at
www.ccclib.org.

For additional information and details on events, go to www.ccclib.org/locations/pleasanthill.html
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� One on One Computer Tutoring
Wednesday, 11-1 p.m. by appointment

� First Year Mom’s Group
Fridays, 10:00 a.m., Room A

Connect with other new parents before
storytime!

� Senior Center Book Club
Monday, Jan 9 and

Feb 6, 12:00-1:00 p.m.

Join us for a fun and casual book dis-
cussion hosted by the Library at the
Pleasant Hill Senior Center. All books
will be provided for you to borrow.

� Afternoon Book Club
Friday, Jan 13 and Feb 21,

1:00-2:30 p.m.

� Evening Book Club
Tuesday, Jan 13 and Feb 21,

6:30-7:30 p.m.

� Lego Creators Club (with Robots!)
Every Saturday, 2:00–3:00 p.m.

Make anything you can imagine with
our huge collection of Legos! Explore the
programmable universe of Lego
Mindstorms with EV3 robotics kits!

� Eco Studio
Third, fourth, and fifth Wednesdays of
the month, 3-5 p.m., check
www.ccclib.org for specific dates.

Learn to machine sew your own fabu-
lous up-cycled fabric creations!

Friends of the Pleasant Hill Library Book Sale—January 21
The first gently-used

book sale of the new year
will be held on Saturday,
January 21 on the patio in
front of the Library at 1750
Oak Park Blvd. Sale hours
are 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
This is a smaller sale, with
specially selected popular
titles including Children’s
books. This sale will not
have early-bird entry or
full-bag sale at the close. In
case of wet weather the
event will be held inside the
Library. Friends offers donated books for sale, with all proceeds going to Library
programs and materials. Stock up on winter reads! Check out their website for
up-to-the minute news at www.phlibraryfriends.org

Friends of the Pleasant Hill Library seeks donations
to fund Library programs.

Most people don’t know that the non-profit organization Friends of the Pleas-
ant Hill Library funds all of the programming offered to the public. The source for
these funds comes primarily from book sales. The attendance at Library’s pro-
grams has skyrocketed and people are clamoring for more. Please support your
library by donating to the Friends. Friends has already paid for:

� Star Jars—for kids to create their own constellation in a jar

� Stargazing at the Library—bringing the East Bay Astronomical Society
for a night of family stargazing with hot drinks for all

� Egg Drop Challenge—so children can learn by developing protective pad-
ding for an egg

� Maker Mondays—brings the College Park HS Catalyst Club together with
families for a night of hands-on science

� Tinker Tuesdays—guided offering of arts & crafts for all

� Ingenuity Lab—brings independent learners and homeschoolers together to
learn with technology

� Chinese New Year’s Celebration—to usher in the Year of the Rooster
with the Red Panda Acrobats!

� …..and more!

If you wish to support the Friends of the Pleasant Hill Library, you can learn
more at www.phlibraryfriends.org.

Measure K Passes!

Thank you to Pleasant Hill voters who resoundingly supported improved City
streets, infrastructure, and the construction of a new LIBRARY! Friends of the
Pleasant Hill Library will join with the City, residents and library staff to begin to
assess space usage and needs in a new building.

This is an exciting opportunity to expand learning opportunities and cultural
offerings for children and adults in every stage of their lives.

Watch for news of how you can become involved. �

Additional library events and news from Friends of Pleasant Hill Library
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Film Festival at Century Theaters in Pleasant Hill

Every time I go to a movie, it’s magic, no

matter what the movie’s about.

—Steven Spielberg

Experience the magic of films at the
March 2–12 International Film Festival
running at the Century 16 Theatres in
Downtown Pleasant Hill. From stirring
dramas to light comedies, from gripping
thrillers to insightful documentaries, the
films span the globe.

“This year we are screening films from
Argentina, England, France, Germany,
Italy, Hungary, Israel, The Netherlands and
Poland and Ukraine,” festival director Riva
Gambert notes, “And many of them are
award-winning, East Bay premieres.”

New for 2017 is a free film screening on
Saturday, March 4 at 3:30 p.m.. The lively,
warm comedy The Frisco Kid will be
shown in mem-
ory of the late
actor Gene
Wilder. The fam-
ily-friendly film
also stars Harri-
son Ford who
plays a cynical
train robber who
befriends the
trusting charac-
ter that Wilder plays.

“We are also screening three other fam-
ily-friendly movies this year, including
Abulele which is about an invisible,
shaggy-haired monster who only appears
to children in need of a friend, and Belle

and Sebastien about a 7 year-old orphan
and his dog who help rescue people in
Nazi-occupied France.

“For adults, we have Glories of Tango,
a lovely, lyrical drama from Argentina
which is a tribute to the seductive power of

the tango, and Our Father, a haunting
crime drama, which brings up issues about
family loyalty that were raised in Godfa-
ther II.”

Tickets will be avail-
able by January 17 at
www.eastbayjewishfilm.org
or by calling (925)
240-3053. Corporate spon-
sors include the City of
Pleasant Hill and the Pleas-
ant Hill Chamber of
Commerce, RINA Accoun-
tancy, City National Bank,
Aaron Metals, Mechanics
Bank and Diablo Magazine.

Sand Storm, screening Thurday, March 9, 7:30 p.m.

Glories of Tango, screening Sunday, March 4, 7:30 p.m.

Our Father (husband and wife),

screening Saturday, March 3, 7:30 p.m.

The Frisco Kid, screening

Saturday,

March 4, 3:30 p.m.

Pleasant Hill Garden Club
kicks off 2017

Why and how do plants do what

they do? That question will be

explored at the January 3 meeting

of the Pleasant Hill Garden Study

Club (PHGSC). Then, on

February 7, the growth and care

of fruit trees will be discussed.

As the year progresses, the club
will learn about hummingbirds, bon-
sai, the gardens of Alcatraz, and
much more.

The garden club meets from 7 to
9 p.m. the first Tuesday of each
month (except July) at the Pleasant
Hill Community Center. Members of
the public are welcome to attend free
of charge. Reservations are not
required.

Speakers

January’s speaker on the 3rd is
Ernesto Sandoval, director of the UC
Davis Botanical Center. A passionate
horticulturalist, he regularly explains
and interprets the world of plants to
audiences ranging from kindergar-
teners to professionals to Master
Gardeners. His talk, entitled “Why
Plants Do What They Do,” will focus
on what he’s learned from several
projects in both public and private
gardens.

On February 7 the club will hear
from Dan Smith, owner of Pacific
Groves Nursery in Vancouver, WA. It
is a major supplier to garden centers
of fruit and nut trees, as well as flow-
ering ornamental landscape plants.
His talk, titled “Fruit Trees—Growth
and Care,” will be fruitful for all,
from the novice to the advanced
gardener.

PHGSC is co-sponsored by the
Pleasant Hill Recreation and Park

Department. For more, go to
www.phgsc.com or email

phgardenstudyclub@yahoo.com.

What’s happening in the community...
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Start the New Year with
PHRec events

� Pancake Breakfast—All ages welcome!

� First Sunday of the month,
Feb 5 and Mar 5, 8:30-10:30 a.m.

� PH Senior Center dining room

Enjoy a stack of pancakes or French Toast, eggs, sausage and
orange juice and coffee.

Adults (11+): $5, Children (5-10): $3, 4 & under: Free!

� First Thursday Social Club

� Jan 5, Feb 2, Mar 2, Apr 6, 7:00–8:30 p.m.

� PH Teen Center

Open social time plus structured group activities for adults
with developmental disabilities. Snack provided. Drop-in fee: $7

� Special Recreation Dances

� Fri, Jan 13 & March 10, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

� PH Senior Center

PH Recreation & Park District, in partnership with City of
Concord and City of Walnut Creek, hosts dances specifically
designed for developmentally disabled adults. Admission: $7/
person. Caregivers free. Questions?

Contact Sheila Cotruvo at scotruvo@pleasanthillrec.com.

� My Little Sweetheart dinner Dance

(1-10 years, boys and girls)

� Feb 10, 6:00–7:30 p.m.

� PH Senior Center

A lovely way to celebrate Valentine’s Day as a family! Din-
ner & dessert included. Siblings under 2 welcome. Register
online. $10.50/$9.50 (Dist. Res.)

� Come Together 7 Benefit Concert (21+ yrs)

� Friday, Feb 24, 7:30–10:30 p.m.

� PH Community Center

An All-Star Benefit Show for Pleasant Hill Teen Center. Pur-
chase tickets online at cometogether7.evenbrite.com. Tickets:
$20 advance/$25 at the door

Water conservation

Maintaining your water-wise landscape—
help is on the way!

Many people in Contra Costa
County have water-wise land-
scapes. Some have had them for
years and others are new to gar-
dening. Do you have questions
about watering, pruning, weed
control, pests, drip irrigation,
sprinklers, mulch or anything
else about your landscape? If so,
help is on the way!

Contra Costa Water District
(CCWD) has created an on-line
forum to connect experienced
gardeners with novice gardeners.
The Maintaining Your Water-Wise
Landscape Facebook Group was
created to provide a forum for
local residents to get and share
advice on maintaining their
water-wise landscapes. You can post questions about land-
scape maintenance, share photos of your own beautiful
garden, and more.

Go to the link below to join the Maintaining Your
Water-Wise Landscape Facebook Group:

www.facebook.com/groups/
MaintainingYourWaterWiseLandscape

Rotary can also help you conserve water
The Rotary Club of Pleasant Hill’s Rain Barrel project is

providing rain barrels to residents of Pleasant Hill.
Following the successful installation of a demonstration

rain barrel project at Rodgers Ranch and the installation of a
rain tank at the Irwin Deutscher Family YMCA in Pleasant
Hill, Rotary will continue to make barrels and hardware avail-
able at a reduced price by partnering with local vendors. If you
would like to pre-order one or more rain barrels, or would like
additional information and updates, please send an e-mail to
rotaryrainharvesting@gmail.com. �

Rain barrel

installed at a

Pleasant Hill

home. They

can be

painted to

match your

house!

Come Together 6 Benefit Concert last year at the Community Center

...Water conservation, dances, music....

Photo by Allen Vinson
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Rodgers Ranch—Celebrating 150 years! 1867–2017

Pleasant Hill’s only historic site was built 150 years ago! Now owned by the

Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District, the site was listed by Friends of

Rodgers Ranch in 1991 on the National Register of Historic Places, the official

list of the Nation’s historic places worthy of preservation.

Today, Rodgers Ranch Heritage Center contin-
ues the preservation process knowing how important
it is to save our old buildings because we need to pre-
serve the marks left on our national landscape by the
many people who have shaped it.

These buildings represent the architectural, cul-
tural and social values of the past and give
community members a chance to experience
first-hand the lifestyle of its occupants for over a
century.

Check out the website for celebratory
events to be held throughout the year at
www.RodgersRanch.org. �

...crab feed and drama....

Farmhouse in 1937
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... Star Quest, workshops, and more!

Date Event Location Organization Contact

Jan 3 Why Plants Do What They Do PH Community Center PH Garden Club www.phgsc.com

Jan 12 CMP Series: Aging in Place H Senior Center PH Senior Center, Carlton Senior Living 798-8788

Jan 20, 21 Diablo Theatre drama Once Upon a Mattress DelValle Theatre Diablo Theatre 944-1565

Jan 21 Flash Book Sale Behind the library Friends of the Library PHLibraryFriends.org

Jan 21 Diablo Valley Preschool Fair PH community Center PH Rec & Park scotruvo@pleasanthillrec.com

Jan 21 PH Lions Crab Feed PH Senior Center PH Lions Club 676-5859

Jan 23 Stargazing PH Library PH Library www.ccclib.org

Jan 26 Community Awards Night PH Community Center PH Chamber, City of Pleasant Hill 671-5229

Jan 27 All You Can Eat Crab Feed PH Senior Center PH Senior Center 798-8788

Jan 30 CERT Class starts Mt. Diablo Silverado Scouts PH CERT 938-5433

Feb 5 Pancake Breakfast PH Senior Center PH Senior Center 798-8788

Feb 6 Chinese new Year Celebration PH Library PH Library www.ccclib.org

Feb 7 Fruit Trees—Growth and Care PH Community Center PH Garden Club www.phgsc.com

Feb 9 CMP Series: What is a Captioned Phone H Senior Center PH Senior Center, Carlton Senior Living 798-8788

Feb 10 My Little Sweetheart Dinner Dance PH Senior Center PH Rec & Park scotruvo@pleasanthillrec.com

Feb 24 Come Together 7 Benefit Concert PH Community Center PH Rec & Park scotruvo@pleasanthillrec.com

Feb 27 Talking Wood: West African Music PH Library PH Library www.ccclib.org

Our rockin’ community! Events for January and February 2017

Pleasant Hill’s
Star Quest seeks

performers
For 24 years Star Quest of

Pleasant Hill has been bring-
ing amazing performances by our youth to the
community. And as the committee plans the show
for 2017, they encourage school-age children to
audition for it.

Since Star Quest began in 1992, its intent has
been to provide a positive program where young
people of Pleasant Hill, in grades K through 12,
could showcase their artistic and theatrical
talents.

This year’s show is on Saturday, April 23 and
Sunday, April 24 at the Diablo Valley College
Theatre.

Applications will be available at local
schools, the Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park Dis-
trict Office, and at Pleasant Hill City Hall. If you
are a singer, dancer, musician, comedian, magi-
cian, etc, pick up an application and submit it by
Friday February 7 to the Recreation & Park Dis-
trict Office at 147 Gregory Lane in Pleasant Hill.
Auditions will take place in February at a time
and place to be announced to those applying.

Call Pleasant Hill Rec at (925) 682-0896 or
the show producer Jim Nunes at (925) 689-2249
for further information. Star Quest is sponsored
by the Rotary Club of Pleasant Hill. �
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New businesses
August 2016

Chipotle Mexican Grill
552 Contra Costa Blvd., #110
303-222-2524

Cornology, Inc.
(Admin Office/Storage/Shipping)
3355 Vincent Road
415-238-2122

Greego Art Studio
(Website/Logo Design)
140 Mayhew Way, #506
415-312-9425

1 Heart Art (Art Studio for Children)
15A Vivian Drive
925-286-8112

Konstandina Castrillo, LMFT
(Psychotherapy)
399 Taylor Blvd., #210
925-322-0773

Mahsa A. Lindeman, MFT
(Psychotherapy)
3490 Buskirk Avenue, “A”
925-289-9733

Morello Tire Service & Repair
2295 Morello Avenue
925-685-1975

Total Wine (Retail Wine Store)
3250 Buskirk Avenue
925-588-0215
www.totalwine.com

Veterinary Healing/Adv Imaging
(Veterinary Diagnostic Healing)
1945 Contra Costa Blvd., #B
510-508-2554

Holistic Center Natural Healing
925-207-0966
www.otiliatiutin.com

New businesses
September 2016

Guozhen Chen (Foot/Body Massage)
1420 Contra Costa Blvd.
925-682-5555

Shing Ching (Foot/Body Massage)
1420 Contra Costa Blvd.
925-682-5555

The Beauty Nail Salon
951 Contra Costa Blvd.
925-660-9753

Moohug
(Online Cheese of the Month Club)
925-915-0272
www.moohug.com

Kim Walsh Environmental Consulting
925-391-6626

The City of Pleasant Hill is committed to promoting and supporting the business community within the

City. The economic vitality of Pleasant Hill is dependent on a strong business sector, and the City plays

an important role in making this happen. To find out more about Economic Development efforts in

Pleasant Hill or for additional information on locating or expanding your business operations in the

City, please contact Kelly Calhoun at (925) 671-5213 or Kcalhoun@pleasanthillca.org.

Economic Development/Business News in Pleasant Hill...welcome to new businesses!

Your business license
renewal for 2017

was sent in
mid-December

If you are a business owner in the
City Pleasant Hill, you should have
received your renewal notice by now.
The notices were mailed in mid-
December to the mailing address on
file. If your mailing address has
changed since last December, notify
the Business License Division at
(925) 671-5234 or email to
Lrodriguez@pleasanthillca.org as
soon as possible to update your
records and have a copy of the
renewal notice sent to you. This will
allow the business owner the full
grace period ending January 31, 2017.

You should also notify the Busi-
ness License Division if you are no
longer in business in the City of
Pleasant Hill. A brief note explaining
the situation, signed and dated,
should be sent to:

City of Pleasant Hill

Business License Division

100 Gregory Lane

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Or email to
lrodriguez@pleasanthillca.org.

If you are in business or own
rental property but are not yet
licensed, call the City’s Business
License Division at (925) 671-5234
to have the appropriate forms sent to
you or to answer any of your ques-
tions.

Your Finance Department

thanks you!
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City Meetings

WHEN WHAT WHERE

Wed 4 6:30pm Civic Action Commission City Hall Small Community Room

Thu 5 5:00pm Architectural Review Commission City Hall Community Room

Mon 9 7:30pm City Council* Council Chambers

Tue 10 6:00pm Traffic Safety Commission City Hall Community Room

Tue 10 6:30pm Planning Commission (public hearing)* Council Chambers

Thu 12 5:00pm Zoning Administrator (public hearing) Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Thu 19 5:00pm Architectural Review Commission City Hall Community Room

Mon 23 7:30pm City Council* Council Chambers

Thu 26 5:00pm Zoning Administrator (public hearing) Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

WHEN WHAT WHERE

Wed 1 6:30pm Civic Action Commission City Hall Small Community Room

Thu 2 5:00pm Architectural Review Commission City Hall Community Room

Mon 6 7:30pm City Council* Council Chambers

Thu 9 5:00pm Zoning Administrator (public hearing) Council Chambers

Thu 9 5:00pm Commission on Aging City Hall Small Community Room

Tue 14 6:00pm Traffic Safety Commission City Hall Community Room

Tue 14 6:30pm Planning Commission (public hearing)* Council Chambers

Thu 16 5:00pm Architectural Review Commission City Hall Community Room

Wed 22 5:00pm Education Commission City Hall Community Room

Thu 23 5:00pm Zoning Administrator (public hearing) Council Chambers

Mon 28 7:30pm City Council* Council Chambers

Tue 28 6:30pm Planning Commission (public hearing)* Council Chambers

* Live streaming of these meetings is available on the City’s website at www.pleasanthillca.org/media.

The City Channel is looking for volunteers!
Be a part of creating exciting television programs right here in Pleasant Hill. If you are a student of

film or television production or just interested in learning how a show is put together, come

volunteer to be part of the City Channel crew. No experience is necessary. Contact Larry Hunt at

larrylogic@gmail.com. The City Channel airs on Comcast Channel 28, Wave Broadband

Channel 29, and AT&T UVerse Channel 99. For more information on Pleasant Hill’s City Channel

go to www.pleasanthillca.org/citychannel.

The City of Pleasant Hill newsletter is

published bimonthly. Deadline for articles for

Mar/Apr is February 7. Ideas are always

welcome. Local non-profit groups may sub-

mit articles to the Public Information

Officer at 100 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill,

CA 94523. For information, call Martin

Nelis at (925) 671-5229 or email to

mnelis@pleasanthillca.org.

PUBLISHED ON RECYCLED PAPER

Councilmembers

Ken Carlson � Tim Flaherty
Michael G. Harris � Sue Noack � Matt Rinn

City Manager June Catalano
City Treasurer Mark W. Celio
City Clerk Carol Wu

Important Phone Numbers
Police/Fire Emergency 911

Police (Business) (925) 288-4600

Fire (Business) (925) 941-3300

Public Services Center (925) 671-4646

Chamber of Commerce (925) 687-0700

Recreation & Parks (925) 682-0896

Trash and recycling (925) 685-4711

PG&E (800) 743-5000

Senior Center (925) 798-8788

Senior Van Service (925) 671-5272

Library (925) 646-6434

CITY OF PLEASANT HILL
100 Gregory Lane

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523-3323
(925) 671-5270

www.pleasanthillca.org

CITY HALL HOURS

Monday–Wednesday 8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Thursday 8:30 a.m.–6:00 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Editor/Writer Martin Nelis, PIO

Design/misc photos Donaghu Graphic Designs

COVER: Arch on Crescent Drive at night
(by Schofield Images)

City Council meetings are broadcast on
Comcast channel 28, U-Verse

Channel 99, and Wave Broadband Channel
29 on 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.

Videos of meetings are also available on
the City website under “Media Center.”

the OUTLOOK
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Jim Bonato chosen as Grand Marshal
for 4th of July parade

The Pleasant Hill 4th of July Commission is pleased to announce that the

Grand Marshal for the 2017 event is Jim Bonato.

Mr. Bonato has a long history of service on the Pleasant Hill 4th of July
Commission, having been a Commission member for 12 years, eight of which
he served as President.

Among his accomplishments were adding the Firecracker 5K Fun Run,
with all race proceeds being donated to local schools, expanding the free activ-
ities at the Party in Park following the parade, increasing local sponsorship,
and expanding and enhancing the fireworks show.

Jim Bonato has been an active volunteer for community events since mov-
ing to Pleasant Hill with his family in 1988. His activities include serving with
the following entities: Planning Commission (9 years), Redevelopment Advi-
sory Commission, Past President of the Rotary Club of Pleasant Hill, Contra
Costa Elections Advisory Panel, Contra Costa County Grand Jury, Irvin
Deutscher YMCA board, initiating the Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT) in Pleasant Hill and serving as its program manager for 11
years. In recognition of Jim’s out-
standing service and contributions to
the Fourth of July Celebration and
the Pleasant Hill community, the 4th
of July Commission is proud to have
him serve as this year’s Grand
Marshal.

If you would like to volunteer
or would like more information
about this year’s 4th of July event,
please contact Chris Tipton at
ctiptonph@yahoo.com. The next
meeting of the Commission is on
January 18, 2007 at 7 p.m. in the
Large Community Room at City
Hall. Everyone is welcome! �

The City Council and

Staff of Pleasant Hill City

Hall, the Public Services

Center, and the Pleasant

Hill Police Department

wish you all a Happy and

Prosperous New Year.

We look forward to

providing the efficient

and professional delivery

of public services for all

residents and businesses

in 2017 and beyond.

Thank You!


