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New ordinance adopted establishing creek setbacks

The City Council recently adopted a new creek setback ordinance to protect

the creeks from the adverse effects of new construction or grading, help

reduce flooding hazards, and allow residents to develop their property

adjacent to creeks to the maximum extent practicable.

The new ordinance is effective
February 25, 2010 and will be applicable
City-wide for all properties adjacent to
City creeks.

The required creek setback is based
on the depth of the creek. For ease of
implementation, setbacks are established
in increments of 5 feet. For example, a
creek that is 5 feet deep would have a 5-
foot setback and a creek that is 5 to 10
feet deep would have a 10- foot setback.
The setback is measured from the top of
the creek bank. City staff is available to
assist you in determining the creek

setback for your property (see contact
information on page 2).

The new ordinance also contains
exemptions from these setback
requirements for:

� Properties adjoining a concrete
channel owned by a public agency

� Existing legal structures and build-
ing additions that are currently lo-
cated within the established
setback areas

� Some improvements that do not re-
quire a foundation (e.g. play struc-
ture or dog house), a fence or wall
not over 6 feet tall that is at least
75% open to allow the passage of
light and air, concrete flatwork
(such as a patio or walkway) less
than three inches in depth, and
landscaping

The new ordinance also includes
two exception processes to potentially
allow structures to encroach into the
setback area, provided that certain
criteria are met:

� A City Engineer exception pro-
cess, for properties that are outside
the flood zone, that are not classi-
fied as “repetitive loss properties,”
where the depth of the creek dur-
ing an average winter storm is less

—Continued on page 2

A new hair salon and barber shop, Salon

Avalon, recently opened on Crescent
Drive in Downtown (next to Peets
Coffee) featuring earth friendly and
organic products. The signage and shop
front façade were designed by SZFM
Design firm working as consultants to
the City’s Redevelopment Agency.

Look for more design improvements in
the Downtown area in the coming year
and beyond.

New business, new look
for Downtown
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News from the City...

A new street

sweeping schedule

became effective

January 1, 2010,

with the primary

intent of

balancing the

need to meet

strict clean water

guidelines and to keep our city streets and storm drain systems

functioning properly.

The new sweeping schedule changes are being implemented on a trial
basis and will be in effect through October 31, 2010. At that time an
assessment will be made as to the impacts on service and the General
Fund budget.

All residential streets will be swept on odd-numbered months
(1-January, 3-March, 5-May, 7-July, 9-September). The residential
streets will not be swept in even-numbered months (2-February, 4-April,
etc.). The streets will continue to be swept every month during
heavy-leaf season (November and December). The following
streets will be swept two times each month: Morello Ave.,
Putnam Blvd., Patterson Blvd., and Boyd Rd. Private streets will
not be swept by the City. Check the Pleasant Hill website,
http://www.ci.pleasant-hill.ca.us/streets, to see when your street will be swept.

The City of Pleasant Hill’s street sweeping program is funded by your
local Storm Water Pollution Program to comply with the Federal Clean
Water Act. Street sweeping removes pollutants before they drain into
storm drains, ditches, and creeks which eventually flow into San
Francisco Bay untreated. Please use these guidelines to help us keep your
streets clean:

� Park your car off the street on your scheduled sweeping day. Sweep-
ing around cars requires more time and is a dangerous maneuver.

� Keep your landscaping pruned back far enough to allow sweepers to
sweep against the curb.

� Keep tree branches pruned to a height of 14 feet above the street to
allow safe passage of the sweeper. The sweepers are not equipped to
pick up large piles of leaves in the street.

� Discourage gardeners and landscapers from blowing and raking
leaves and green waste into the streets, making it harder
for the street sweeper to maintain clean streets.

� Rake all leaves and debris onto your property and dispose of them in
the proper green waste container.

By working together to keep our streets clean, Pleasant Hill streets and
roadways and waterways will be safer for everyone—pedestrians,
bicyclists, and vehicles alike. �

than 2 feet deep, and where the creek has suffi-
cient capacity to carry anticipated storm water in
that location; and

� A Zoning Administrator exception process,
which allows consideration of requests for en-
croachments that cannot meet the criteria for
streamlined City Engineer exception approval.
This exception process is more formal and in-
cludes various submittal requirements, public no-
ticing, and a public hearing.

For more information on the new creek setback
ordinance, please contact either Troy Fujimoto at
925-671-5224 or tfujimoto@ci.pleasant-hill.ca.us
or Rod Wui at 925-671-5261 or
rwui@ci.pleasant-hill.ca.us. The ordinance can also be
viewed online at the City’s website,
www.ci.pleasant-hill.ca.us/creek.

Creek ordinance....continued from p 1

Cleanup work continues
in Ellinwood Creek

On Sunday, January 31, David Madsen and Bill
and Helene Feil of the Friends of Ellinwood Creek
were busy cutting a large patch of Himalayan
blackberry at Ellinwood creek. This effort is part of
preparing the creek for restoration with coyote bush,
willow, buckeye, and oak trees.

The Friends of Ellinwood Creek are usually
working on Saturday or Sunday every week, and
everyone is welcome to join them in their
cleanup efforts. You can contact them at
contact@land4urbanwildlife.org. They will also be
having a work day in April as part of the Earth Day
celebrations. They would like to remind the residents
of Ellinwood to be aware of the amount of trash piling
up along Longbrook Drive. �

New street sweeping
schedule in effect

New street sweeping
schedule in effect
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Be neighborhood proud and rub out graffiti

According to the U. S. Bureau of Justice Statistics, graffiti is the most common

type of vandalism. Graffiti cleanup requires thousands of dollars from the

municipal budget as crews work to remove graffiti.

Large cities, such as the City of San
Jose, spend about $3 million annually
fighting graffiti. Smaller cities must be
diligent about finding efficient ways to
fight graffiti.

Pleasant Hill spends a significant
amount each year on labor and resources
for the removal of graffiti and the
apprehension of vandals. Maintenance
crews spend time each week looking for
graffiti and responding to online and
telephone reports by residents. The goal
is to respond within 72 hours to the
reports, since eradicating graffiti is a
high priority for Pleasant Hill. If graffiti
is not eliminated, it can become a larger,
more overwhelming problem. It is
unsightly, makes the neighborhood look
unpleasant, and detracts from other
efforts to keep the City clean and
welcoming.

Graffiti is often found on a
variety of structures, such as traffic
signal poles, traffic signs, utility poles
and boxes, bridge structures, fences, and

walls. Often the favored spots by graffiti
vandals are hidden areas protected by
trees or other landscaping. Occasionally
graffiti is on sidewalks and building
walls that are not in plain sight. Most
graffiti appears to occur during dusk and
evening hours.

The application of stickers or
advertisements is another form of
graffiti that causes problems, especially
on street and traffic signs. The stickers
are easily attached to a sign, but it is
important to keep the signs clear for
traffic safety. Some cities have found
that community murals are rarely
defaced by graffiti as they instill a
sense of pride to those living in the
area.

Cities are tackling graffiti and
vandalism with a variety of tools. The
most successful programs use a
comprehensive, systematic approach
that includes continuous education
and community involvement,
improved technologies for removal of
graffiti, updated ordinances, and
consistent enforcement and
prosecution. Pleasant Hill is
considering the formation of a
community task force or individual
neighborhood groups that, with the
support of City, will help with
graffiti removal.

The City will educate the task
force members on removal
techniques and will provide tools
and equipment to remove graffiti in
their neighborhoods. Volunteers
will participate in the
documentation, removal, and
ongoing watch on graffiti hotspots
in the City. If you are interested in
participating in a community-wide
graffiti removal, please contact
the Pleasant Hill Maintenance
Superintendent, Robert Costa, at
925-671-4656. �

IS YOUR PERMIT EXPIRED?...

With the spring cleaning that goes
along with the new season, a look at
your house or business records and
permits should be reviewed.
Every year the Building Division
reviews their files to check on out-
standing permits that haven’t received
inspections or finals. The inspections
and completions on permits obtained
from this Division become void and
expire after 180 days from the last visit
to the site or no activity from the date
of permit issuance. This pertains to
residential, commercial/retail, and
industrial properties; and all permits
(building, electrical, plumbing, mechan-
ical, signs, pools, reroofs, etc.) apply.

If the permit has expired and an inspec-
tion or completion is desired for code
compliance, the permit(s) will need to
be reinstated with a fee attached.
Sometimes this information is impor-
tant with the sale of a residence or
commercial business.

This also applies to plan check. When
plans are submitted for review and
approval and the permit is ready to be
obtained, the expiration date starts
from the date of plan approval. If the
time frame expires, the plans may need
to be resubmitted with a double plan
check fee.

A simple phone call to the Building Divi-
sion will give you information on the
status of your project (addition, alter-
ation, water heater, reroof, termite
report repair, HVAC, signs, pool/spa,
etc.). We are here to work with you.

Sincerely,

Mike, Vicki, Ed, and Brent
City Building Division, 671-5200

Letter to homeowners
from the City Building Crew
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Cash rewards for riding your bike to work

Do you consider yourself a novice or recreational cyclist? Have

you ever thought of riding your bicycle to work, especially

when the weather gets better?

511 Contra Costa will be offering a bicycle skills class in
Pleasant Hill that can help you with the confidence you need to ride
your bicycle to work. The Bicycle Commuter Transportation
Program offers the League of American Bicyclists “Traffic Skills
101” class. This is a free two-day class that provides you with the
skills and experience to ride your bicycle on local roads. 511 Contra
Costa will also provide you with a helmet or lock or bicycle tune-up
if you need one.

The class will be at City Hall, City of Pleasant Hill, 100 Gregory
Lane. Dates and times are:

� Saturday, April 17: 5 hours, 9:00am to 2:00pm

� Saturday, April 24: 6 hours, 9:00am to 3:00pm

Get rewarded for

riding your bicycle to work

511 Contra Costa will give
you $0.49 cents per mile you ride
your bicycle to work up to
$100.00/month for three months.
And they will give you up to

$100.00/month if you incorporate
transit into your bicycle commute to work. If you

are interested, please go to the website below for an
online application and program rules.

Deadline for applications is March 19.
Visit www.511contracosta.org for the online application and

program rules. Contact Matt Wood if you need more information at
mwood@511contracosta.org

Save the Date!
Bike-to-Work Day is Thursday, May 13 so get your bicycles

ready. This year a new twist will be added to include families and
children exploring their communities during the evening on
bicycles or on foot.

Visit www.511contracosta.org or phone 925-969-1193 to find
out how you can participate in Bike-to-Work Day and to see where
the nearest Energizer Station will be located on
your route.

Funds for 511 Contra
Costa programs are
provided by the Bay
Area Air Quality
Management District’s
Transportation Fund for
Clean Air and the Contra
Costa Transportation
Authority.

Celebrate Arbor
Day—plant a tree
in Pleasant Hill

Arbor Day is a nation-wide

observance that encourages tree

planting and care. Founded by J. Sterling Morton in

1872, it’s celebrated on the last Friday in April.

This year Arbor Day is April 30. However, some
states choose to celebrate Arbor Day on a different date,
one which corresponds to the best time to plant trees in
that area. This year, California has designated
March 7-14, 2010, as Arbor Week.

How can you celebrate Arbor Week?

� Volunteer with a local tree-planting organization.
You’ll meet new people and make a difference in
your community.

� Encourage neighborhood organizations to hold
block parties and have members adopt and care
for street trees in front of their homes.

� Plant a tree. It is a
commitment to
keeping our planet
green by reducing air
pollution, providing a
cool, shady
environment,
absorbing city noises,
and adding to our
urban ecosystem.

� Read a book about
trees. Learn to
identify trees in your
yard and
neighborhood.

� Enjoy the outdoors.
Visit a local park or
take a nature hike.

� Attend a class on tree and plant care.

� Conduct a tree search. Look for large,
unusual or historic trees in your community.

Join us in celebrating California’s Arbor Week,
March 7-14, or National Arbor Day on April 30. Planting
and caring for trees in your neighborhood will help
increase energy savings, clean the air and water, and
beautify the entire City.

For more information, go to www.arborday.org or
call the Pleasant Hill City Arborist, Robert Costa
(Maintenance Superintendent) at 925-671-4656. �

News from the City...
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Reducing the springtime
sting of yellowjackets

Have you ever been stung by a

yellowjacket? If you have, no

doubt you remember it because

unlike a bee that stings once, the

yellowjacket can sting multiple times.

Because yellowjackets can swarm and sting repeatedly, the Contra

Costa Mosquito & Vector Control District offers a free service for

yellowjackets in keeping with the District’s mission to protect public health.

The yellowjacket colony

In Contra Costa County, there are
four types of yellowjackets—two that
nest above ground and two that nest
below ground. The District’s free
service is for the ground-nesting
yellowjackets in particular. Ground-
nesting yellowjackets most commonly
appear as the weather warms in spring,
building their nests in abandoned
rodent holes, railroad ties or in soil
cavities underground. The queen
begins the building process, laying
eggs through the spring and summer to
produce the colony. The colony
members then chew wood from fences
or structures into a paper-like pulp in
order to expand the nest. There can be
as many as 5,000 yellowjackets in a
single colony!

Diet of the yellowjacket

Yellowjackets do eat smaller pest
insects, so they can provide natural
insect reduction in many landscapes.
Because they can also do incidental
pollination through this process,
yellowjackets can be viewed as
beneficial to some extent. However,
their principal source of food in the
spring and early summer is meat to
provide protein to the growing colony.
That preference changes to fruit, soda
and garbage in late summer as the colony’s
dietary needs turn to sugar. That’s why
these insects have gained a reputation for
ruining countless picnics; because they are
looking for the same things that are on the
typical picnic menu.

Finding their nest

Once yellowjackets make their
presence known, the next step for
homeowners is to identify the insects’
nest. One way is by spotting them as
they enter or exit the nest in search of
food. Yellowjackets will exit at dawn
returning to the nest repeatedly during
the day until their final return at dusk
to stay in the nest overnight.

More often than not though, folks
tend to find nests by accident—
usually disturbing them while doing
yardwork.

How to deal with them

To request service, contact the
District at 925-771-6184 or go to
www.ContraCostaMosquito.com. A
District employee typically responds to
the call within one business day. These
simple steps can reduce the risk of
yellowjackets:

� Keep garbage cans covered with
tight-fitting lids to prohibit the in-
sects’ access to the garbage.

� Pick up fallen fruit that will attract
yellowjackets late in the summer.

� About 15 minutes prior to a picnic
or outdoor barbeque, place a plate
with samples of everything on the
menu in the furthest corner of the
yard to attract the yellowjackets
away from the picnic. They will
typically stay very loyal to the
plate and leave the cook-out alone.

Former City

employee,

Debbie Hayden,

1923-2010

Grace (Debbie) Hayden,
retired Executive Secretary
with the City of Pleasant Hill, passed away
February 11, 2010, in Beaverton, Oregon. She
had lived in Oregon for the past several years
to be near her only son, Bill, and his family.
She was 87.

Debbie worked in the City Manager’s
office from 1966 to 1987. She also served as
Deputy City Clerk and was highly respected
by her colleagues throughout municipal
governments in Contra Costa County. She
was preceded in death by her husband,
Commander William Hayden, who retired
from the US Navy in the early 1960’s. He and
Debbie lived in Japan, Indonesia, and in other
Pacific countries before locating in Lafayette
following their Navy retirement.

Her friends in Pleasant Hill are grateful for
her years of dedication and service to our
community.
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It’s Special Time at Pasta Pomodoro!
Visit Pasta Pomodoro in Downtown Pleasant Hill and

enjoy their authentic Italian cooking, featuring fresh,
organic, and vegetarian friendly dishes. The restaurant has
many daily specials including:

� Monday “30/30 take-out special”— 30% off
to-go orders of $30 or more

� Tuesday “Kids Eat Free”—free kids meal with each
paid entrée

� Wednesday—½ off wine bottles with purchase
of an entrée

� Every day...the “Family Meal Togo” —$18 for one of
their signature pasta dishes and add a salad for only $6!
(serves four)

Also, don’t forget to
ask about their Pasta

Partnership program
which is their way of
helping local, non-profit,
organizations meet their
fundraising goals. It’s a
great way to raise much
needed money and enjoy
a great meal too! �

This column is

intended to

highlight recently

established

restaurants, new

menus, or

improvements to

existing businesses.

This month’s

column features a

popular restaurant

in the Downtown

area—Pasta

Pomodoro.

Applications sought for Grand Jury service

“Grand Juries are the citizen watchdogs of civic functions,” says current Grand

Jury Foreperson Ronald Tervelt. “All county citizens have the authority to call the

juries’ attention to issues within their governmental agencies that they think

should be reviewed.”

The Grand Jury is made up of 19
people and serves for one year, July
through June, to monitor, review and
report on city and county governments
and special districts.

Every effort is made to ensure that the
Grand Jury reflects the makeup of the
residents of the county. Approximately 60
applicants will be selected to be
interviewed by the Grand Jury Selection
Committee, which is composed of
Superior Court Judges. After interviews,
the judges will nominate approximately
30 applicants to constitute a grand jury
pool from which the final panel of 19 will
be selected by random drawing.

The drawing is scheduled to be held on
Friday, June 18, 2010, with the members of the
2010–2011 Grand Jury officially being
sworn in on the same day. Individuals
selected for service will be expected to be
available primarily on Tuesdays through

Thursdays, during the last two weeks of
June to meet with outgoing jurors, tour
county facilities, meet with department
heads, become familiar with their
colleagues, learn about juror
responsibilities and procedures, and select
committees on which they will serve.

Grand jurors must be United States
citizens, 18 years of age or older, who
have been a resident of Contra Costa
County for at least one year prior to
selection. They cannot currently hold any
elected position within the county.
Applicants should be in good health, have
reliable transportation to Martinez, and be
prepared to spend at least 20 hours per
week on Grand Jury business. Citizens
who work should apply only if they can be
released from their jobs to perform the
jury duties. Applicants selected as one of
the 30 nominees will be fingerprinted
before the drawing.

Jurors receive a stipend for attending
full jury and committee meetings and are
reimbursed for allowable jury travel.
Martinez parking permits are provided.

Application forms may be obtained by
sending a written request and a
self-addressed envelope to the Office of
the Grand Jury Commissioner, P.O. Box
911, Martinez, CA 94553 or online at
www.cc-courts.org/grandjury. Additional
information regarding service on the
Contra Costa Grand Jury may be obtained
online at www.cc-courts.org/grandjury or
by calling (925) 957-5600.

Citizens interested in serving on the
2010–2011 Contra Costa County Civil
Grand Jury must submit applications by
April 15, 2010. �

Backyard Composting
Workshops at City Hall

The City of Pleasant Hill hosts
free backyard composting workshops
and offers residents high-quality
compost bins for $40 (retail $129) for
those who attend a workshop.
Composting your yard trimmings and
food scraps is easy, great for your yard
and garden, kind to our environment,
and good for you too!

Save money, save water, and
conserve natural resources. Find out
how—attend a free workshop.
Register now by calling Annette
Kaufmann at 925-671-5265 or go to
www.ci.pleasant-hill.ca.us/compost.

Compost bins are regularly $75 for
residents and $100 for non-residents
but residents who attend a composting
workshop only pay $40. The next
workshop is scheduled for Tuesday,
March 16th, 7-9 p.m. in the large
community room at City Hall. �
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News from DVC....

Local families needed to host
international students

The International Education Center at Diablo Valley
College (IEC@DVC) is looking for local families to host
international students on a temporary basis while they improve their
English skills. Long or short-term placements are available. Last year, over
300 international students were placed with local host families and there is an
immediate need to add additional families to the homestay registry.

Host families that participate in the program are paid a monthly stipend of
$750.00 per student. The requirements for being a host family are simple:

� Provide two meals per day (three meals on weekends) and a private bed-
room for the student—all within a supportive family environment.

� Be involved in the student’s life and treat them as a family member.

Host families are not required to consist of the traditional family unit—two
parents and children. Rather, all types of families are welcome, including single
adults with or without children and couples with or without children. If they
wish, families may also host multiple students, as long as they can provide the
appropriate accommodations.

Sharing your home with an international student offers your family a
wonderful opportunity to learn about the way of life in a different country, as
well as being able to introduce the student to living in America. Learning about
the culture, language, and customs of another country can be an exciting
adventure, not to mention a rich and rewarding cultural experience that often
results in lifelong friendships. For more information about becoming a host
family, please contact IEC@DVC’s Housing Director, Ms. Fia Parker at
925-876-0080, or by email at fparker@dvc.edu. �

Read and share—join the Pleasant Hill Library Book Club
If you’re like us, you’ll agree that the only thing better

than a good read is a good group of people with whom to
share it. Join the Pleasant Hill Library Book Club to do just
that. The club meets in Room A at the library on the second
Tuesday of each month, 6:30 to 7:30pm, to share comments,
criticism, and insights. Call 925-646-6434 today to reserve
your library copy of next month’s book. Ages 18 and up.

Storytimes for kids

and their families!

� Winter session: Jan 20-Feb 25

� March Madness: Mar 3-25

� Spring session: Apr 14-May 20

� Lapsit/Toddler Storytime for children

6 months-36 months, Wednesdays at 11:15am.
This fun storytime is tailored for the youngest crowd.
Let your child develop early literacy skills naturally as
we share songs and rhymes, bounces and tickles, and
simple stories. (Child attends with caregiver)

� Preschool Storytime for children

Ages 3-5 years old, Thursdays at 11:15am
Featuring stories and songs to tickle the funny-bone and
str-e-eetch the imagination, our stories will transport young chil-
dren to a world full of fun. (Child may attend without caregiver)

For more information about programs, please call the library during open hours on Tuesday 1–8,
Wednesday and Thursday 11–6; or Friday and Saturday 10–5; or visit the library online at ccclib.org. Phone: 925-646-6434.

...and from the library....

Othello at DVC
Performing Arts Center

DVC Drama presents OTHELLO byWilliam Shakespeare. Directed by Ed Trujillo,the play runs March 19-April 3 (no show onEaster Sunday) at the Diablo Valley College,Performing Arts Center on Friday andSaturday Nights at 8pm and Sundays at2:30pm.
Ticket prices range $10-15, dependingupon grouping. Call for tickets and specifiedpricing. Groups of 12 or more will receivespecial pricing, if all tickets are purchased inadvance and contract is signed prior to theevent. For more information go towww.dvcdrama.net and www.dvcdrama.com.Special School Matinees at 10:30am,Friday, March 26 and Thursday, April 1) forlocal area middle and high school students.Interested educators and parents please call925-687-4445 or 925-685-1230 ext 2337 tobook your group. Space is limited and isreserved on a first-come, first-served basis.Tickets are $5 for the special school matineesand include a dramaturgical packet, as well as ahosted “Talkback” with the cast and crewfollowing the day’s performance. Lunch can bearranged with prior notice. Approximate runtime is 2-1/2 hours. No walk-up patrons willbe admitted. �

Carol Somerton

At its meeting on January 25,
2010, the City Council awarded
Children’s Librarian Carol
Somerton with a Certificate of
Appreciation for her service to
the Pleasant Hill community.
Carol recently transferred to
Dougherty Station Library in San
Ramon after serving 26 years at
the Pleasant Hill Library.
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Be a goodwill ambassador
as you study abroad!

The Rotary Club of Pleasant Hill is announcing that Rotary

International is offering scholarships to young men and

women to study abroad for a year. …and we are looking for

qualified individuals whose lives will be enriched with this

experience!

The purpose of the Ambassadorial Scholarships program is to
further international understanding and friendly relations among
people of different countries and geographical areas. The program
sponsors several types of scholarships for undergraduate and
graduate students, as well as for qualified professionals pursuing
vocational studies. Scholars will have the opportunity to study in
their choice of one of more than 160 countries around the world in
which Rotary Clubs now exist.

While abroad, scholars serve as goodwill ambassadors to the
host country and give presentations about their homelands to
Rotary clubs and other groups. Upon returning home, scholars
share the experiences that led to a greater understanding of their
host country with Rotary clubs and civic organizations.

“During my two years as a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar in
Mexico City, I had the opportunity to earn a Master’s degree in
US-Mexico Studies, engage in service work relating to Mexican
labor rights, cement my command of the Spanish language, and
form friendships that will last a lifetime,” said Galen Arkush Ages,
a 2008-09 Ambassadorial Scholar to Mexico City. “This
scholarship program is a true gem that enables young people to
challenge themselves, experience life in a completely different
culture, and gain the professional and personal skills that will
enable them to make a difference in their communities after they
return. Rotarians are wise and generous to continue supporting this
important program.”

Applicants for the scholarships must live, work, or study in the
local community in and surrounding Pleasant Hill, have completed
at least two years of college study or have been employed in a
recognized vocation for at least 2 years.

Those who want to take advantage of this opportunity should
apply early for a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship. Scholarships
will begin with the 2011-2012 academic year. The application
deadline is April 10, 2010. Applicant interviews will begin in
June, and District recommendations will be made later that month

More information about the scholarships
go to www.rotary5160.org, select
Programs General, and Scholarships-
Ambassadorial. If you are interested in
applying, please contact Pleasant Hill
Club members Tom Cooper
(925-899-2455) or Jim Nunes
(925-689-2249). �

4th Annual Kops for Kids Run/Walk
The Contra Costa Kops for Kids will host the 4th

annual Kops for Kids Run/Walk on May 15. The
Run/Walk features a 1 mile, 5K, and 10K race along the
Iron Horse Trail in Concord, between Marsh Creek and
Monument Boulevard. This course has no cross traffic and
is a very safe venue. The run is the day before the Bay to
Breakers and runners can use this for a warmup to that
event. Medals are awarded, in 10-year age groups through
third place for both males and females. The top male and
female runners in both the 5K and 10K are also awarded
trophies.

The race celebrates the last day of National Police
Week and Armed Forces Day. There is a perpetual trophy
awarded to the law enforcement agency or military unit
with the largest number of participants.

Proceeds from the race are used for two
programs—Kops for Kids Youth Mentoring Program and
the Positive Mental Attitudes Seminars & Sports Clinics
for high schools throughout Contra Costa County. Their
mission is to help prevent drug abuse, gangs, violence,
and juvenile delinquency in Contra Costa County by
providing athletic, educational and other programs for
youth. They are now in their 15th year and mentor about
5,000 youth a year through their programs.

Sponsors are also welcome! Sponsors are offered
booth and banner space, as well as
advertising in the annual report.

Register at Active.com to run or
walk this year. For sponsorship
opportunities or for a run/walk
registration form, call Gina
Rigley at 925-827-1998 or
visit their website
www.contracostakops
forkids.org. �

Working towards a better community....
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FPHE 2010 grants available this spring

In April, Foundation for Pleasant Hill Education (FPHE) will

have 2010 grant applications available. FPHE awards grants

based on a combination of criteria, including the number of

students impacted and the contribution to or support of

language arts, math, science, or other key curriculum areas.

In 2009 FPHE awarded more than $14,000 in educational
grants to Pleasant Hill public schools. The grants represented the
first significant endowment of funds since the Foundation was
formed in 2008 to help mitigate ongoing education budget cuts.

The amount of money available for grants is directly related
to the donations FPHE receives during the 2010 Annual
Campaign. If you have not already made a donation to the Help
Schools Thrive – Give $55! campaign, please donate today at
www.fphe.org or mail a check payable to FPHE to P.O. Box
23851, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523.

Visit www.fphe.org in April to obtain a 2010 grant
application and learn more about the grant application process.

Pleasant Hill Community Foundation
announces youth grant awards

The PH Community Foundation recently announced its

Youth Grant Awards. They were awarded to the

following recipients:

� College Park High School for “Every 15 Minutes”
and “earth2earth” cooking class

� Diablo Theatre Company for its STARS
Teen Vocal Workshop

� Gardens at Heather Farms for a natural science
program at Fair Oaks Elementary School

� Maharlika Cultural Troupe for a
“Talking Gongs” ensemble

� Pleasant Hill Baseball Association for scholarships

� Pleasant Hill Dolfins Swim Team toward
a wireless timing system

� Pleasant Hill Recreation and Park District for a new
storage unit at KIDSTOP Children’s Center

� Sequoia Elementary School toward
Outdoor Education Science Camp

� Valley View Middle School for a
document camera for math students

The proceeds from the
9th Annual Pleasant Hill
Sunvalley Golf Classic
held last May funded
these grant awards.
Betty Geishirt Cantrell,
Foundation President and
Youth Grant Awards
Chair, stated, “The
Pleasant Hill Community
Foundation is very
thankful to all the people
who participated in the
Golf Classic. Their
generous efforts benefited
community organizations,
recreation groups, dance

programs, youth theater, healthy projects and school
programs that positively impact the youth of Pleasant Hill.
We were also very excited to have youth join us on our Grant
Allocation Committee this year in reviewing and selecting
which organizations were to receive grants.”

The 10th Annual Pleasant Hill Sunvalley Golf Classic
will be held May 10, 2010 at the Contra Costa Country Club.
Please join us for a fun-filled day that supports the youth of
Pleasant Hill. See www.PHCommunityFoundation.org for
more information. �

Improv shows to support FPHEThis is no joke—You can raise money for PleasantHill schools while laughing at comedic improv!Two professional improv troupes, Trapped In a Rumorand A Touch of Zen, will be donating their performance. Theentire $8 ticket will go to the Foundation for Pleasant HillEducation. The three shows will be at Club 50 Fitness at 609Gregory Lane in Pleasant Hill next to Kelly Ann’s Day Spa.The schedule is Saturday, March 20 at 4pm and 7pm andSunday, March 21 at 2pm. The Saturday 4pm and Sunday2pm improv shows will be Kid Shows where the kids (age 7to 13) in the audience will be involved in many of the games.All ages are welcome to come, as bringing the kids on stage tohelp will be hilarious for all. The Saturday 7pm show will berated PG13 or better.
Club 50 Fitness will be donating the space as the last thingthey do before closing their doors (Spaulding Sports will beopening their excellent health club at that site the followingweek. Stop by for a free tour or personal training session).The Chateaus of Contra Costa will provide complimentary“finger food” and the FPHE board and Club 50 members willprovide complimentary drinks.

Our schools need your support and this will be a fun wayto do so. Call today to reserve your $8 ticket(s) by calling938-5050. (Make checks out to FPHE). �
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Taste of Pleasant Hill—Sunday May 2
Explore local restaurants all in one place at “Taste of Pleasant Hill” on

Sunday, May 2, at the Pleasant Hill Community Center from 4 to 7pm. This
fundraiser for Pleasant Hill Recreation &
Park District’s Pre-School program is a
family event with outstanding food from
over 25 popular restaurants and
businesses. The event includes
beverages, train rides, big jump, live
music in the gazebo, and much more!

For up-to-date information on both
events, call the Pleasant Hill
Community Center at 676-5200, or visit
www.pleasanthillrec.com. �

What’s happening in the community? Business fairs, restaurant tasting....

The Business Showcase is back—
don’t miss it!

The Pleasant Hill Chamber of Commerce is once again

presenting their annual Business Showcase—“Plug Into the

New Economy”—on Thursday, March 25. This 39-year-old

event will feature more than 60 businesses, ranging from

major corporations, banks, and power companies to local

small retailers and even an historical society.

So why should you plan to attend?

� Learn of local businesses and talk
with their representatives

� Meet members of local government,
agencies, and community
organizations

� Enjoy the energetic atmosphere,
while sampling food samples from lo-
cal restaurants

� Take home a prize or business give-
away….and all this for FREE!

Between 300 and 400 people are
expected to attend, browse through the
booths, visit with business owners and
community leaders.

Wade Cantrell, a longtime Chamber
member agrees this is one event you don’t
want to miss. “You can learn about
computers, alarm systems, termite
control, education, city, police and park
district, beauty and health, real estate,
restaurants…and so much more. Come

join in the fun and see why we say it’s the
best business showcase in the area.”

The fair is one of the best attended in
the area according to Aloma Levine of
Salon Innovations. A Chamber member
since 1988, Aloma did her first booth back
in the early ‘90s. “This event is seen as the
top dog as far as business fairs go,” she
says. “The attendance is great, the
atmosphere is wonderful.”

The mission of the Chamber is to
support a strong local economy, create
networking events in Pleasant Hill, and
encourage shopping in Pleasant Hill. A
major benefit of the Business Showcase is
that it shows the diverse range of
businesses in Pleasant Hill. “It’s not just a
business event,” says Faye Donaghu of
Donaghu Graphic Designs, a Chamber
member for nearly 20 years. “It’s open to
the public...an excellent chance to meet
more of your local businesses.”

Plan to join the Chamber and the
community on March 25 from 4 to 7:30pm
at the Pleasant Hill Community Center
and see what local businesses have to
offer. For more information call the
Chamber office at 925-687-0700 or go on
line at www.pleasanthillchamber.com. �

Women’s Business Expo at the Community Center
Celebrate Women’s History Month and attend the Women’s Business Expo

and mixer, sponsored by the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Contra Costa
County. The Expo will be March 29 from 5-8pm at the Pleasant Hill Community
Center Located at 320 Civic Drive in Pleasant Hill. All are welcomed to this
event.

Enjoy a professional and fun event with raffle prizes and entertainment.
Come and support your local women businesses...and you do not need to speak
spanish to attend! For more information contact Grace Bautista Villias at
925-642-7803 or email her at gvillias@Marykay.com. �
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Rotary Club celebrates
St. Patty’s Day with a PURPOSE!

What are you doing to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day this year?
Nothing, you say? How does all-you-can-eat corn beef and cabbage
and Irish stew, great raffle prizes, lively auctions, Irish Dancers, Irish
jokes, and other hilarious Irish entertainment sound? You can have it
all at Pleasant Hill Rotary Club’s Annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner at
the Pleasant Hill Community Center on Friday, March 12. Festivities
start at 6:00pm with a silent auction and the party goes crazy from
there.

Proceeds will return to the community when the Rotary Club
gives out grants to various local organizations throughout the year.
This is FUN WITH A PURPOSE!

Tickets are $40 and seating is limited! Find something green to
wear and join the rest of the community on March 12 for a lot of Irish
fun! Call John at 682-0738 for tickets or more information. �

18th Annual

Star Quest —”Glee!”

A special treat is in store for Star Quest goers...and

for those who haven’t yet had the good luck to see

this special production. This year’s

show—“Glee”—is on Saturday, May 1 at 7pm and

Sunday May 2, at 2pm at the DVC Performing Arts

Theatre.

In this year’s show you will have an opportunity to
see the end result of some hard work and enjoy some
delightful entertainment featuring over 40 young
performers. The show and young stars will warm your
hearts and send you home with a smile on your face. So,
sit back, relax, and enjoy as Star Quest 2010 presents
“Glee” and a variety of other theatrical entertainment!

Brainchild of producer Jim Nunes, Star Quest was
started with the intent of providing a positive program
where young individuals of the community, in grades K
through 12, could showcase their artistic and theatrical
talents and strengthen their confidence, stage presence,
self esteem and ability to interact with an audience.
Since the beginning of this program 18 years ago, Star
Quest has given over 1,000 young entertainers and
artists a forum and opportunity to audition, perform and
display their talents for their family members, friends
and community.

Star Quest is sponsored by the Rotary Club of
Pleasant Hill, and many of the members work on the
committee and during the shows.

Tickets may be purchased at PH Police Department,
PH Community Center, or PH Recreation & Park
District Office on Gregory Lane. Don’t miss this very
special performance! �

Literary Women—April 17
Literary Women, Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District’s

long-running tradition for book-lovers in Pleasant Hill, is scheduled
for Saturday, April 17. Every year, four authors present an engaging
glimpse into their lives as writers and readers.

Beginning with coffee and rolls at the Pleasant Hill Community
Center, Literary Women includes
presentations by the authors, continues with
a boxed lunch, and wraps up with
one-on-one conversation and book
signing with the authors. Books will be
on sale throughout the day. Tickets:
$43 per person, or $344 for a table of
eight.

If you are not already on the list
of past attendees, call the Pleasant
Hill Community Center and ask to
be added to the mailing list,
676-5200. �

...St Patrick party, literature, youth talent....
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....Easter fun....

55 Years of “Egg”Citing activities!

For the 55th consecutive year, the Pleasant Hill

Lions Club and Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park

District have invited local youngsters to a

fabulous egg hunt at Pleasant Hill Park. Be sure

to be a part of the springtime festivities this year!

Bright and early Saturday, April 3,
start off at the PH Senior Center (right
next door to the Park) with a fabulous
pancake breakfast and Boutique. You’ll
find great bargains on handmade craft
items, and breakfast is a steal at just $3.50
for adults, $2.50/youth, and free for
toddlers, 4 years and younger. Enjoy all
the pancakes you can eat—hot off the
griddle, sausage, orange juice, coffee, and
milk; 8-11am.

Starting at 10:30am sharp, children up
to 10 years old can join in the fun of the
annual “Egg”Citing Egg Hunt presented

by the Pleasant Hill Lions Club and
Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park
District. Catch a ride on the Pleasant
Hill Express, see the Bunny, enjoy
great music from Strawberry Fields
DJ, and have your face painted as part of
the festivities. Advance reservations are
required!

Pleasant Hill Senior Center Pancake
Breakfast and Boutique, Saturday, April
3, 8-11am, $3.50 adults, $2.50 children
5-10 yrs, FREE for children 4 years and
under. Pleasant Hill Senior Center,
Building 2, 233 Gregory Lane.

“Egg”Citing Egg Hunt, Saturday, April
3; music begins at 9:30am; Check in for the
Egg Hunt beginning at 9:30 am.
Preregistration required by noon, April 2,
925-676-5200, $6 per child. Pleasant Hill
Park, 147 Gregory Lane. �

On Wednesday

morning, March 31, Pleasant

Hill parents and their children

(2–5 years of age) have a date with

the Big Bunny himself! Breakfast will

be served at the Pleasant Hill

Community Center from 9:30-10:30am,

followed by a craft to share.

This is a memorable party,

so be sure to bring your camera!

Pleasant Hill Community Center,

320 Civic Drive.

$7 adults; $5 child.

For reservations,

676-5200.

Breakfast
with Bunny
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...and summer fun and golf!

Date Event Location Organization Contact

Mar 6 E-waste Recycling Event DVC Electronic Waste Management 866-335-3373

Mar 12 St Patrick’s Day Dinner & Auction PH Community Center Rotary Club of PH 682-0738

Mar 19-Apr 3 Othello DVC Performing Arts Center DVC www.dvcdrama.net

Mar 20-21 Comedic Improv Shows Club 50 Fitness FPHE, Club 50 938-5050

Mar 29 Women’s Business Expo PH Community Center Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 642-7803

Mar 31 Breakfast with Bunny PH Community Center PH Rec & Park District 676-5200

Mar 25 Business Showcase PH Community Center PH Chamber of Commerce 687-0700

Apr 3 E-waste Recycling Event DVC Electronic Waste Management 866-335-3373

Apr 3 Pancake Breakfast & Boutique PH Senior Center PH Senior Center 798-8788

Apr 3 “Egg”Citing Egg Hunt Pleasant Hill Park PH Lions and Rec & Park District 676-5200

Apr 17 Literary Women PH Community Center PH Rec & Park District 676-5200

Apr 30 Arbor Day Everywhere! PH City 671-4656

May 1-2 Star Quest DVC Performing Arts Center Rotary Club of PH 689-2249

Preschool, swimming, summer
camps— sign up now with
Pleasant Hill Rec & Park

This is the time to get in on some

great 2010 programs from

Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District!

� Pre-School
Sign up for the Park District’s Fall 2010

Pre-School Classes, on March 13, 9–11am, at
the Pleasant Hill Community Center Wee Tot
Room, 320 Civic Drive. For information, call
Eran Perera, Pre-School Director at
925-676-5200 ext. 32

� Dolfins Swim Team
For two days only, sign up for the

Pleasant Hill Dolfins Swim Team, Saturday,
March 27, noon–2pm, and Tuesday, April
20, 7–9pm at Winslow Center, 2590
Pleasant Hill Road. For information, call
925-682-0896.

� Camps
Camps for all ages, interests, and

activity levels are just around the corner!
Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District
offers summer camps for preschoolers,
youth, and teens for a fun-filled, active
summer! Pick up the camp brochure in
early March at the Community Center,
District Office, or online at
www.pleasanthillrec.com. �

Our rockin’ community! Events for March and April 2010
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New businesses December 2009

Amy’s Spa

(Hair/Facials/Nails/Wax)

1936 Contra Costa Blvd.

870-830-3271

Choices in Healing

(Reiki/Angel Healing)

140 Mayhew Way, #100

925-408-5273

Dawn Delmonte, MA,

MPH, MFT

395 Taylor Blvd., #115

925-708-4997

Denny’s

612 Contra Costa Blvd.

925-687-8276

Hollywood Nails

(Manicure,

Pedicure & Waxing)

100 Longbrook Way, #12

925-682-2011

Jane H. Baxley, DC

(Chiropractic)

1610 Oak Park Blvd., #2

925-943-2222

Joy Nail Spa (Nail Salon)

2210 Morello Avenue

925-798-0907

Keatley Motors/

GK Equity, LLC

(Used Auto Sales)

3333 Vincent Rd., #218

415-395-6008

Looking Point (Network

Consulting)

395 Taylor Blvd., #225

925-381-6616

Take One Video

(DVD/Blue Ray

Rentals/Video Transfers)

1928 Oak Park Blvd.

925-937-1103

Boyd Fine Art

Photography

925-944-1382

Obrien & Associates

(Residential Real Estate)

925-639-4851

Economic Development/Business News in
Pleasant Hill...welcome to new businesses

The City of Pleasant Hill is committed to promoting and supporting the business community within the
City. The economic vitality of Pleasant Hill is dependent on a strong business sector, and the City plays an
important role in making this happen. To find out more about Economic Development efforts in Pleasant
Hill or for additional information on locating or expanding your business operations in the City, please
contact Kelly Calhoun at 671-5213.

New businesses January 2010

A to Z Motors, LLC

(Vehicle Retail Sales)

3333 Vincent Rd., #207

925-914-9199

AT&T Mobility

(Cellular Tower/

Antenna/Wireless Comm.)

695 Contra Costa Blvd.

404-499-3014

Cliffs Auto Pro Shop

(Automotive Repair)

1855 Contra Costa Blvd., “E”

925-689-8578

Dana McDonough

(Hair Stylist)

1571 Oak Park Blvd.,

925-383-5882

Dan He (Massage)

1948 Contra Costa Blvd.

925-639-8098

East Bay Massage

91 Gregory Ln., #8

925-826-7218

Exrie (Hair Stylist/Colorist)

2230 Morello Ave.

707-628-5084

Gold Tub Foot

Spa/Massage, Inc.

(Massage/Reflexology)

508 Contra Costa Blvd, M-1

925-682-8888

Griswold Mechanical, Inc.

(Contractor)

3330 Vincent Rd., “D”

925-634-9510

KMP Associates

(Bookkeeping/

Administrative Tasks)

367 Civic Dr., #15

925-680-8400

PC Service Center

(Computer Repair

& Service)

1932 Contra Costa Blvd.

800-956-3419

Value Wine & Spirits

(Liquor/Tobacco/

Food/Candy/Lottery)

607 Gregory Ln., #120

925-947-5413

Every Vote Counts

(HOA Ballot Counting)

925-788-6353

Nicole Holly Rixon

Designs

(Scrapbooks/

Paper Crafts)

619-312-7027

Grypstyx

(Mail Order–Chopstyx)

925-825-3952

Henry Hirschel

(Business Consulting)

415-850-6361

J&M Partners

(Food Supplement

Supplier)

925-497-1470

Mad Moose Promotions, LLC

(Promotional Items)

510-812-6136

Poscon Trading Co. (Inter-

national-Imports/Exports)

925-825-7088
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The City of Pleasant Hill newsletter is

published bimonthly. Deadline for stories and

story ideas for May/June is April 7. Ideas are

always welcome. Local non-profit groups may

submit articles to the Public Information

Officer at 100 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill, CA

94523. For information, call Martin Nelis at

671-5229, fax to 680-0294, or email to

mnelis@ci.pleasant-hill.ca.us.

Mayor Karen S. Mitchoff
Vice Mayor John Hanecak

David E. Durant

Michael G. Harris
Terri L. Williamson

City Manager June Catalano
City Clerk Marty McInturf
Treasurer Mark W. Celio

Police/Fire Emergency 911

Police (Business) 288-4600

Fire (Business) 930-5500

Public Services Center 671-4646

Chamber of Commerce 687-0700

Recreation & Parks 682-0896

PH Bayshore Disposal 685-4711

PG&E 800-743-5000

Senior Center 798-8788

Senior Van Service 671-5272

100 Gregory Lane
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523-3323

925-671-5270
www.ci.pleasant-hill.ca.us

Monday–Wednesday 8:30am–5:00 pm
Thursday 8:30am–6:00 pm
Friday 8:30am–1:00 pm

Editor/Writer Martin Nelis, PIO

Design/misc photos Donaghu Graphic Designs

COVER: Lake at Award-winning City Hall

City Council meetings are broadcast

on Comcast channel 26 on

1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 7:30pm.

Meetings are also available on the City

website under “Council Webcast.”

City Meetings

WHEN WHAT WHERE

Mon 1 7:30pm City Council/Redevelopment Agency Council Chambers

Wed 3 9:00am Commission on Aging City Hall Small Community Room

Wed 3 6:30pm Civic Action Commission City Hall Small Community Room

Thu 4 5:00pm Architectural Review Commission City Hall Small Community Room

Mon 8 5:30pm City Council Goals Workshop City Hall Large Community Room

Tue 9 6:00pm Traffic Safety Commission City Hall Community Room

Tue 9 7:30pm Planning Commission (Public Hearing) Council Chambers

Thu 11 5:00pm Zoning Administrator (Public Hearing)
Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Mon 15 7:30pm City Council/Redevelopment Agency Council Chambers

Thu 18 5:00pm Architectural Review Commission City Hall Small Community Room

Tue 23 7:30pm Planning Commission (Public Hearing) Council Chambers

Wed 24 7:00pm
Education/Schools
Advisory Commission

City Hall Large Community Room

Thu 25 5:00pm Zoning Administrator (Public Hearing)
Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Thu 25 5:00pm Redevelopment Advisory Commission City Hall Large Community Room

WHEN WHAT WHERE

Thu 1 5:00pm Architectural Review Commission City Hall Small Community Room

Mon 5 7:30pm City Council/Redevelopment Agency Council Chambers

Wed 7 9:00am Commission on Aging City Hall Small Community Room

Wed 7 6:30pm Civic Action Commission City Hall Small Community Room

Thu 8 5:00pm Zoning Administrator (Public Hearing)
Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Tue 13 6:00pm Traffic Safety Commission City Hall Community Room

Tue 13 7:30pm Planning Commission (Public Hearing) Council Chambers

Thu 15 5:00pm Architectural Review Commission City Hall Small Community Room

Mon 19 7:30pm City Council/Redevelopment Agency Council Chambers

Thu 22 5:00pm Zoning Administrator (Public Hearing)
Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Thu 22 7:00pm Redevelopment Advisory Commission City Hall Large Community Room

Tue 27 7:30pm Planning Commission (Public Hearing) Council Chambers

Wed 28 7:00pm
Education/Schools
Advisory Commission

City Hall Large Community Room
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What’s happening in the ZONE?

It’s been more than three months since the Pleasant Hill Library’s Green

Zone opened to library patrons. The Green Zone is an extensive collection

of resources selected to help children, adults, businesses, and residents who

live and work in Pleasant Hill do their own research and reading on

environmental concepts and solutions.

Try it—you’ll like it!

Visitors to the library’s Green
Zone like it. Library staff reports that
everyday someone comments on
how much they appreciate the Green
Zone. So, if you haven’t tried it, stop
in and see what it’s all about—while
you’re at it, check out one of the
Green Zone’s new books. The
shelves are loaded with hundreds of
books on dozens of topics.

What’s next?

Each month there is a different
topic for the Green Zone information
display. In January the topic was
paper—ways to recycle and reduce
paper consumption. For March the
Green Zone topic is Battery
Recycling. Andin April the topic is
No/Low Toxic Cleaners.

Bring out your dead batteries

As part of the March campaign
on battery recycling, the Pleasant

Hill Library has set up a battery recycling
program. Now library visitors may bring
in all types of unwanted batteries and drop
them off in recycling boxes located in the
Green Zone. State law prohibits the trash
disposal of all types of batteries—so bring
out your dead batteries for safe and proper
disposal.

Have more than just batteries?

Pleasant Hill residents may also use
the County’s free Household Hazardous
Waste (HHW) program to dispose of
batteries and any other hazardous or toxic
products. For more information contact
the HHW program at 800-750-4096.

Keep an eye out for the next issue of
the Pleasant Hill Outlook for updates on
the Green Zone—or better yet, stop by the
Pleasant Hill Library to see what’s
happening.

For more information on waste
prevention, reuse, recycling and composting
—and updates on Green Zone programs—
visit PleasantHillRecycles.org. �

Happy




